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Huited States Senate

WASHINGTON, DC 205100903

T October 15, 2009

The Honorable Ray LaHood

Secretary, U.S. Department of Transportation
1200 New Jersey Ave. SE

Washington, DC 20590

Dear Secretary T.aHood,

Thank you for your careful attention to Florida’s proposal for high-speed rail between
Tampa, Orlando and Miami. I know from speaking with you and from your recent remarks in
Orlando that you are well aware of the tremendous benefits of this project.

I appreciate, however, your honesty about our drawbacks—namely, that our statc
legislature has been slow to express its support for high-speed rail and other commuter rail
projects in Florida.

Following our conversation, [ wrote to our legislature’s leadership and asked that they
make a strong commitment to supporting high-speed rail, and I am pleased that more than thirty
members have written to you to do so. In addition over forty local organizations have sent letters
or passed resolutions; in fact, I have compiled in excess of seventy endorsements made since you
and I spoke this summer, and they are attached for your review.

Nevertheless, | recognize that our work is not finished. Our legislature must still prove
that it will invest in connectivity by finding a way to back systems like Tri-Rail and commuter
rail in Central Florida. I will continue my efforts, and would be interested in hearing from you
whether there are specific or quantifiable benchmarks that Florida must meet in order to have a

successful bid.

Thank you, again, for your interest.
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The Honorable Stephanie Kopelousos
Secretary, Florida Department of Transportation
Haydon Burns Building

605 Suwannee Street

Tallahassee, F1. 32399-0450

Dear Secretary Kopelousos:

As I know you are quite aware, with the passage and implementation of the American Recovery
and Reinvestment Act of 2009, there has been a renewed interest in establishing a
comprehensive rail-transit system in Florida.

According to the United States Department of Transportation, the purpose of the funding is to
build an cfficient, high specd passenger rail network connecting major population centers; to
improve and expand Amtrak’s fleet, track, bridges, tunnels, and signals, as well as improve the
safety and security of its rail facilities; and to fund capital projects that expand passenger raii
capacity. The funding will begin to lay the foundation for a modernized transportation systern by
upgrading the reliability and service of conventional intercity passenger rail.

It is my hope that we start thinking of state transit and infrastructure projects as strategic
investments, rather than simply as expenditures, Infrastructure investment is critical to our
economic recovery and our long-term prosperity. Historically, rail systems have not been at the
forefront of Florida’s transportation initiatives; however, rail is an economic development issue
and critical to our economic future. Such systems provide alternative transportation routes,
which increase mobility and stimulate job creation, expanding economic opportunities for

Floridians.

The forces which drive our state’s economy are, in most cases, inherently linked to the national
economy and often to the international economy. Florida, by itself, cannot achieve cconomic
recovery. Government does not create prosperity; however, it is our duty to seize every
opportunity to affect the odds in favor of our citizens, our communities, and our businesses.
Transportation, efficiently moving people and goods, is a central component of Florida’s future
economic strength, Investing in rail is an opportunity that we should vigorously pursue for the

good of all Floridians.

SUITE 409, THE CAPITOL, 404 SOUTH MONROE STREET » TALLAHASSEE, FLORIDA 32399-1100 - TELEFHONE {850) 487-5219
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Aupgust 6, 2009
Page 2

| understand that the Florida Department of Transportation has the statutory authority and
expertise to work towards developing rail infrastructure in Florida, | appreciate your agency
taking the necessary steps to ensure we applied for federal funding in a timely manner. Florida is
uniquely situated and well positioned for consideration for investments in its rail system, thanks
in part to the good work of the Florida Department of Transportation, the Florida High Speed

Rail Authority, and others.

We have a responsibility to ensure that any funding - whether federal, statc, or local - is used
wisely and that is particularly important in these economic times. 1 believe this is an excellent
opportunity for us to reevaluate the roles of the various parties in the development of a
comprehensive rail infrastructure plan for Florida’s transportation system. It is imperative that
we work together toward the common goal of an integrated statewide transportation system that
operates efficiently and enhances Florida’s competitiveness, while expanding the travel options

available for our residents and visitors,

I fook forward to continuing to work with you for the benefit of Florida’s future.

Sincerely,
Jetf Atwater
President

¢ Govermor Charlie Crist




THE FLORIDA LEGISLATURE
Tallahassee, FL 32399-1100

August 18, 2009

The Honorable Joseph Szabo, Administrator
Federal Railroad Administration

1.5, Department of Transportation

1200 New Jersey Ave SE

Washington D.C. 20590

The Honorable Ray Lalocd, Secretary
U.S. Department of Transportation
1200 New Jersey Ave SE

Washington D.C. 20590

Dear Secretary LaHoed and Administrator Szabo:

Itis with great enthusiasm that we write to express support for the State of Florida's application to
the Federal Railroad Administration for funding of the federally-designated High Speed Rail
corridor of Tampa-Orlando-Miami. President Obama's Vision for High Speed Railin America
provides federal funding for High Speed Rail under the American Recovery and Reinvestment Act
(ARRA). The availability of this funding is based on a competition among eligible States, including
the State of Florida. This letter of support, and similar ones from our colleagues across our great
state, demonstrates our unified commitment to see plans turn into reality after decades of planning

for High Speed Rail.

High Speed Rail planning in Florida has been occurring for decades. Previous efforts have resulted
in our preparedness an many fronts, including specific State statutes that are still in place. The
private sector, envisioned as an important financial partner in this system, has previously
demonstrated its willingness ta invest in High Speed Rail and assume ridership revenue risk to
cover the cost of operations and maintenance. The viability of having High Speed Rail in Florida has

never looked stronger.

Florida offers the following specific advantages that line up perfectly with the criteria being scored
in the national competition for funding:

» The Tampa-Orlando corridor offers the opportunity to begin censtruction on a High Speed Rail
Express system in less than two years based on extensive previous planning and environmental
work (this corridor has been through the lengthy NEPA process};

The geography along the Tampa-Orlando-Miami corridor has littie room for added highway
capacity yet is perfectly suited for high passenger-capacity trains, assuring high ridership;

Our geography is flat, offering a less costly investment than states with variable terrain that
requires expensive structures and tunnels;

The Florida Department of Transportation has been visionary in preserving the median of our
highway ccrridors for a high speed rail system, allowing our State to offer this precious right-of-
way as an “in kind” and eligible locat contribution that greatly enhances our competitive

position;

LARRY CRETUL

JEFF ATWATER
Speaker of the House of Representative’s

President of the Senate
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HSR offers transportation mobility for our huge tourist population (84 million in 2008), many
of whom are used to traveling by train at home;

HSR is a Green solution that will greatly reduce carbon emissions through more efficient energy
use for trafisportation, reducing our reliance on foreign oil consumption;

HSR will relieve pressure from our major international airports to provide regional air service,
preserving slots for long-haul flights that will increasingly be needed to support our growing air

travel demands; :
Our aging population needs mobility, yet our safety becomes jeopardized as more of our elderly

population drives on our highways due to no viable alternative;
HSR has a proven safety record with minimal recorded incidents worldwide after decades of

performance;
HSR offers assistance with hurricane evacuation in a safe, orderly and high-capacity manner;

Considerable investments have been made at both Orlando International Airport and the Miami
Intermoda! Center to accommodate High Speed Rail access;

Interconnectivity opportunities exist at proposed stations with different modes including
airlines, existing and planned commuter and light rail systems, bus service and other modes.

And HSR WILL CREATE THOUSANDS OF PERMANENT GREEN JOBS AND GREATLY PROMOTE
ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT AT A TIME WHEN THEY ARE MOST NEEDED!

We have an unprecedented opportunity to investin a transportation alternative that is widely
available in other develaped countries around the world. The willingness of our federal
government to invest in this travel mode has eluded us so far, yet there has never been a better
time than now and there is no better place to invest in this mode than in Florida.

We proudly offer our full and enthusiastic support for bringing High Speed Rail to Florida.

Sincerely,

Arthenia joyner (D), Tampa

Paula Dockery {R), Lakeland
State Senator, 18t District

State Senator, 15" District

Evelyn Lynn (R), Ormond Beach

Mike Bennett (R), Bradenton
State Senator, 7 District

State Senator, 21st District

Steve Qelrich (R), Cross Creek

Dennis Jones (R), Seminole
State Senator, 14t [Mstrict

State Senator, 13t District
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Faye Culp (R}, Tampa
State Representative, 57t District

Jim Frishe (R}, St. Petershurg
State Representative, 54 District

Bill Galvano, (R} Bradenton
State Representative, 68th District

Joe Gibbons (D), Hallandale Beach
State Representative, 105 District

8ill Heller (D}, St. Petersburg
State Representative, 520 District

Mike Horner {R), Kissimmee
State Representative, 79t District

Janet Long (D), Seminole
State Representative, 515 District

Peter Nehr (R}, Tarpon Springs
State Representative, 48t District

Ken Roberson (R), Port Charlotte
State Representative, 715 District

Richard Steinberg (D), Miami Beach
State Representative, 106% District

Michael Scionti (D), Tampa
State Representative, S8t District
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SENATOR VICTOR D, CRIST
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August 18, 2009

The Honorable Joseph Szabo, Administrator
Federal Railroad Administration

UJ.S. Department of Transportation

1200 New Jersey Ave. SE

Washington, D.C. 20590

The Honorable Ray LaHood, Secretary
.S, Department of Transportation
1200 New Jersey Ave, SE
Washington, D.C. 20590

Dear Secreiary LaHood and Administratar Szabo:

[ write to express my enthusiastic support for the State of Florida’s application fo the Federal Railroad
Administration for funding of the federally-designated High Speed Ratl corridor of
Tampa-Orlando-Miami. President Obama’s Vision jor High Speed Rail in America provides federal
funding for High Speed Rail under the American Recovery and Reinvestment Act {ARRA). The
availability of this funding is based on a competition among eligible States, including the State of Florida.
This letier of support, and similar ones from our colleagues across this slate, demonstrates our unified
commitment to see plans turn into reality after decades of planning for High Speed Rail.

Previous efforts have resulted in our preparedness on many fronts, including specific Stale statutes that
are still in place. The private sector, envisioned as an important financial partner in this system, has
previously demonstrated its willingness to invest in High Speed Rail and assume ridership revenue risk to
cover the cost of operations and maintenance. The viability of having High Speed Rail in Florida is very

strong.

Florida offers the following advantages that line up with the criteria being scored in the national
competition for funding:

+ The Tampa-Orlando corridor offers the opportunity to begin construction on a High Speed Rail
Express system in less than two years based on extensive previous planning and environmental
work (this corridor has been through the lengthy NEPA process);

» The geography along the Tampa-Orlando-Miami corridor has little room for added highway
capacity yet is perfectly suited for high passenger-capacity trains, assuring high ridership;

« Our geography is flat, offering a less costly investment than states with variable terrain that
requires expensive structures and tunnels;

+ The Florida Department of Transportation has been visionary in preserving the median of our
highway corridors for a high speed rail system, allowing our State to offer this precious
right-of-way as an “in king"” and eligible locz] contribution that greatly enhances our competitive

position;
» High Speed Rai} offers transportation mobslity for our tourist population (84 million in 2008}, many of

whom are used to traveling by train at home;

REFLY TO:
C? 11961 North Florida Avenug, Suite 8, Tampa, Florida 33612 {813) 975-5658
£ 208 Serate Office Building, 404 South Manroe Street, Tallahassae, Florida 32399-1100 {850) 487-5068

Senate’s Wabsile! www.fisenale.gov

MIKE FASANO

JEFF ATWATER
President Pro Tempore

President of the Senate
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» High Speed Rail is a Green solution that greatly reduces carbon emissions through more efficient energy

use for transportation, reducing our reliance on foreign oil consumption;
» High Speed Rail relieves pressure from our major international airports to provide regional air service,

preserving slots for long-haul flights that will increasingly be needed to support our growing air

travel demands;
+ Our aging population needs mobility, yet our safety becomes jeopardized as more of our elderly

population drives on our highways due to no viable alternative;
* High Speed Rail has a proven safety record with minimal recorded incidents worldwide after decades of

performance;
» High Speed Rail offers assistance with hurricane evacuation in a safe, orderly and high-capacity

manner;
+ Considerable investments have been made at both Orlando International Airport and the Miami

Intermodal Center to accommodate High Speed Rail access;
* Interconnectivity opportunities exist at proposed stations with different modes including
airlines, existing and planned commuter and light rail systems, bus service and other modes.

And, HIGH SPEED RAIL WILL CREATE THOUSANDS OF PERMANENT GREEN JOBS AND
GREATLY PROMOTE ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT AT A TIME WHEN THEY ARE MOST

NEEDED!

We have an unprecedented opportunity to invest in a transportation alternative that is widely availabi¢ in
other developed countries around the world. The willingness of our federal government to invest in this
travel mode has eluded us so far, yet there has never been a better time than now and there is no better

piace to invest in this mode than in Florida.

I proudly offer my enthusiastic support for bringing High Speed Raii to Florida.

Sincerely,

Senator Victor D. Crist,
Florida Senate, Distriet 12
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SENATOR NANCY C. DETERT
Majority Whip
23rd District

August [7, 2000

The Honorable Ray LaHood, Secretary
U.S. Department of Transportation
1200 New Jersey Avenue SE
Washington D.C. 20590

Paul Nissenbaum, Director

Office of Passenger and Freight Rail Programs
Federal Railroad Administration

U.S. Department of Transportation

West Building-Mail Stop 20

1200 New Jersey Avenue SE

Washington D.C. 20590

Dear Secretary LaHood and Mr. Nissenbaum:

[ am writing to express my whole-hearted support for the State of Florida’s application to the
Federal Railroad Administration for funding of the federally-designated High Speed Rail
Corridor of Tampa-Orlando-Miami. President Obama’s Vision for High Speed Rail in
America provides federal funding for High Speed Rail under the American Recovery and

Reinvestment Act (ARRA).

Florida offers the following advantages that line up perfectly with the criteria being scored in the
national competition for funding:

s The Tampa-Orlando corridor is prepared to begin construction of a High Speed Rail
Express system in less than two years based on extensive previous planning and
environmental work (Florida is further ahead than other states as this proposed corridor has

heen through the lengthy NEPA process);
» HSR offers transportation mobility for our huge tourist population (84 miliion in 2008),
many who are used to traveling by train at home, and Tampa-Orlando is a main route for

tourists;

REPLY TO:
0 417 Commaercial Courd, Suite D, Venice, Flarida 34292 (841) 480-3547

01 318 Senate Offica Building, 404 South Monroe Streel, Tallahassee. Florida 32388-1100 {850} 457-5081

Senale’s Website: www fIsenate.gov

MIKE FASANO

JEFF ATWATER
Prasident Pro Tempore

President of the Senate




August 17, 2009
Page 2

The private sector has previously demonstrated its willingness to invest in High Speed Rail
and assume ridership revenue risk to cover the cost of operations and maintenance.

The geography along the Tampa-Orlando-Miami corridor has little room for added highway
capacity yet is perfectly suited for high passenger-capacity trains, assuring high ridership;
Our geography is flat, offering a less costiy investment than states with variable terrain that
requires expensive structures and tunnels;

e FDOT has been visionary in preserving the median of our highway corridors for a HSR
system, allowing our State to offer this precious right-of-way as an “in kind” and eligible
local contribution that greatly enhances our competitive position;

HSR is a Green solution that will greatly reduce carbon emissions through more eflicient
energy use for transportation, reducing our reliance on foreign oil consumption;

s HSR will relieve pressure from our major international airports to provide regional air
scrvice, preserving slots for long-haul flights than will increasingly be needed to support our

growing air travel demands;
s Safe mobility for an aging population that drives on our highways as there is no viablc

alternative;
HSR has a proven safety record with minima! recorded incidents worldwide after decades of

performance;
HSR offers assistance with hurricane evacuation in a safe, orderly and high-capacity manner;

Considerable investments have been made at both Orlando International Airport and the
Miami Intermodal Center to accommodate High Speed Rail access;
» Intcrconncectivity at proposed stations with airlines, existing and planned commuter rail

systems, bus service and other modes.
HSR WILL CREATE THOUSANDS OF PERMANENT GREEN JOBS AND GREATLY

PROMOTE ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT AT A TIME WHEN THEY ARE MOST
NEEDED!

We have an unprecedented opportunity to invest in a transportation alternative that is widely
available in other developed countries around the world. The willingness of our federal
government to invest in this travel mode has eluded us so far, yet there has never been a better
time than now and there is no better place to invest in this mode than in Florida.

[ offer my enthusiastic support for bringing High Speed Rail to Florida.

Sincerely,

Nancy C. Detert

NCDv/ea
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August 13,2009

Paul Nissenbaum. Director

Office of Passenger and Freight Ruil Progrinms
Federid Railroad Adnsinistration

LS. Depariment of Transportation

West Building - Mail Stop 20

1200 New Jersey Ave Sk

Washingten, [3C 20500

The Honerable Ray Lallood, Secretary
FLS. Departmant of Transporiation
FI00 New dersey Avenue, SK
Washingion, DO 20349()

Dewr Secretary LatTood and Director Nissenbaum,

Frrite to you today (o express my support [or the application (o the Federal Railroad
Admenistration, by the Stale of Florids, for funding of the lederalty-designated High Speed Rail
(HSR) corridor of Tampa/Orlando/Miami. President Obama's Vision for High Speed Ruail in
America provides federal funding for High Speed Rail under the American Recovery and
Remvestmen! Act (ARRA)Y. Flondu's Tampa/Orlando/Miami is eligible 1o compete Tor the first
round of funding.

We have been working on Figh Speed Rail planning here in Florida lor decades, therefore we
are prepared [or its inceplion in many ways, including having created und amended Stue statutes
to give us the ubility to do so. The private seelor has stepped up and demonstrated s
willingness to ivestin fligh Speed Rail and assume ridership revenue risk (o cover the cost of
operations and maintenance. This is why T helicve the time is perfect for Florida to apply for
these funds,

The State of Floridi uptly meets the criteria Tor funding scoring within this nationad competition
i the following wiys:

The Tampa-Orlunde corridor cun hegin construction of o High Speed Rail Express system in
less thun two years based on extensive previous planning and environmental work (Florida is
further ahead than other states as this proposed eorridor has been through the fengthy NEPA

Process);

AneLy TG
0} 8217 Massachuaelis Avenne, Now Ual Richey, Flanda 3a853-1431 11 (727) H4R-5685

1 A0 Senate Offica Builong, 404 Suuih Monroe Sweet, Tallrhassoe, Floada 123091 10 (8BS0 4873062
Sanulos Wehsie ey fsenalo gov
MIKE FASAND

JEFF ATWATER
President of the Senale President Pro Tempore
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o The geography alony the Tampa-Orlando-Miami corrtdor has little room for added highway
capacity yet is perfectly suited for high passenger-capacity trains, assuring high ridership;

»  Ourgeography is flat, oflering a less costly investment thun states with variable terrain thal
requires expensive structures and tunnels:

«  FDOT has been visionary in preserving the median of our highway corridors for a HSR
systen, allowing our State to offer this precious right-of-way as an “in kind” and eligiblo
focal contribution that greatly enhances vur compelilive position;

» HSK ollers tansportation mobility Lor our huge tourist populmion (84 million in 2008).
many who are used Lo traveling by trin al home;

»  TISRisw Green solution that will greatly reduce carbon emissions through more efficient
energy use for ransportation, reducing our refiance on Torcign vil consumplion:

»  HSRwill relieve pressure [rom our major international airports (o pravide regional ai)
service, preserving siots for fong-haul flights than will increasingly be needed (o support our
arowing air travel demunds:

«  Safe mobility fur an aging population that drives on our highways as there is na viabie
allernative;

¢ HSR has i proven salety record with minimal recarded incidents worldwide after decades of
perlurmance;

o ISR olfers assistance with hurricane evacuation in a sale, orderly and high-capacity manner:

»  Considerable investiments have been miade at both Orlando International Airport and the
Miami Intermodal Center 1o accommodate High Speed Razl aceess;

o Inerconnectivity at proposed stations wath sivlines, existing and planned commuier rail
svstems, bus service and other modes.

» SR will create thousands of permanent green jobs and greatly promote economic

development at a time when they are most needed.

Forall of these reasons, [ highly support the idea ol bringing High Speed Rail 10 the Stite of
Florida, We are poised to make this plan a reality and with the hefp of the Federal Government
we can ivestin a great transportation alternative,

Thunk you for your considerition aivd please let me kpow i there is ever anything ean do fo

VOLL

Mike Fusano
Florida Stawe Senutor, Disteret 11

M F/gl.'
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Oetober 9, 2009

The Honorable Ray LaHood, Secretary
LS. Department of Transportation
1200 New ferscy Avenuc Southeast
Washington D.C. 20590

Dear Scerctary LaHood,

1 would like to express my support for the State of Florida’s commuter and high-speed rail
applications to the Federal Railroad Administration for federal funding under the American
Recovery and Reinvestment Act. The funding requests, $270 million and $2.5 billion
respectively, are part of Florida’s commitment to promoting transportation connectivity.

These projects combined will provide necessary mobility for our citizens and tounsts. They are
interdependent. High-speed rail will connect owr major regions and commuter rail will provide
the interconnections among the cities within the regions. One cannot he done without the other,
They are both imperative when It comes to strategic planning.

Now more than ever, we need to upgrade our transportation system and prepare or fomorow’s
demands. Florida stands ready to invest in our fature; we hope the federal governmen will do
the same. | thank you for your time and consideration of this matler. if yvou should have any
questions or need any additional information regarding this request, please do not hesitae (o
contact my office at 407-428-5800.

N
StagesRenator Andy Gardiner
District 09

AGT sve

REPLY T
1 3t East Michigan Street, Oriande, Florida 32808 {AN7 1 A28-5600
1 308 Seaate Office Building, 404 South Monrce Streel, Tallahassae, Flonda 32304-1 100 {8500 487-0047

Sanate’s Website wway fisanale. gov

JEFF ATWAYER MIKE FASANO
President of the Senate Presidant Pro Tempore
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August 172000

The Honorable Joseph C. Szabo, Administrator
Federal Railroad Administration

1200 New Jersey Avenue SE

Washinglon, DC 20396

fhe Honorable Ruy La Hood, Seeretary
LLS, Departimeny of Transportation
1200 New Jersey Avenue SE
Washington, DC 20390

Dear Secretary Lullood and Mr. Szabo:

Fam writing to express my support for the Staie of Florida's application to the Federa! Railroad
Admnistration for funding of the federaliy-designated Tampa-Orlando-Miami High Speed Rail

Corndar.

Morida is an wdeal candidate for funding from President Obama's Vision for High Speed Rail in
America program as part of the American Recovery and Reinvestment Act {ARRA] for several
reasons. Our state has alrcady complered the NEPA process, and already owns the vast majority
of the right-ol-way - which constitutes o $1 billion in-kind maich by the state. These two fuctors
will cnable construction to begin in less than two years, thus expediting the positive cconomic
impact and job creation the ARRA is intended to stimulate. In addition, Florida’s relatively Mat
tertain makes construction less expensive than in other areas of the country.

Hhgh Speed Ruil would be an especially altractive mode of lranspertation 1o two large segments
of prople who travet in Florida  tourists, many of whom ure from countries where train wravel is
prevatent and the elderly whose need for transportation that does not require them to drive is

ereater than younger seements of the nopulation.
g 3 L i !

For these reasons, Tam pleased to add my support 1o Florida's request for funding under the
Vision for High Speed Rail in America pragram. Thank you for vour consideration of Florida’s

application.

Sincerely,

S g Kt 2t

Nan Rich
Stle Senator

B

RLY IO
777 Sawggeass Corpornte Parkway, Sunnse, Flonda 33325.8258 {95.4) 747-7933
T 1 Senate Othce Buiiding, 4G4 South Munroe Sraer, Taliabussoe. Floris 32309-1100 (8501075193

Sanalte’s Wibsh  wivi fisenate gov

MIKE FASAND

JEFF ATWATER
President Pro Tempore

President of the Senate




The Fiorida House of Representatives
Office of the Speaker

Larry Cretul
Speaker

August 12, 2009

Secretary Stephanie Kopelousos
Florida Department of Transportation
605 Suwannee Street

Tallahassee, Florida 32399-0450

Dear Secretary Kopelousos:

Multimoda! infrastructure is critical to Florida’s future growth and development.
Florida’s transportation system must adapt to keep pace with our changing communities and
economy, and to enable us to successfully compete in the national and international markets.

Efficiently moving people and goods is central to our state’s economic recovery and
future sustainability. | was pleased to hear the Florida Department of Transportation 1s updating
the Florida Rail System Plan. Florida’s rail system is an integral part of a statewide,
interconnceted system of high-priority transportation hubs, corridors and connectors. [t is
important that our {uture rail plan be based on a careful evaluation of the previous rail planning
efforts by the department and the work of the Florida High Speed Rail Authority. The rail
system should be developed in a manner that maximizes the use of existing facilities and
integrates and coordinates the various modes of transportation in a cost-effective manner,
drawing on the professional expertise as well as the financial opportunities that may be available

from: the private sector.

The recent passage and implementation of the American Recovery and Reinvestment Act
of 2009 provides an opportunity to assist in the implementation of a well-planned,
comprehensive rail-transit system in Florida. 1 applaud the department’s efforts to apply for

federal funding under this program.

| know you are fully aware that Florida has been dealing with an unprecedented budget
environment over the last few years. With an uncertain economic outlook we must take a
measured and thoughtful approach to reviewing the budget impacts of major capital projects with
significant ongoing operating costs. Investments in Florida's rail system must promote and
support desired economic growth. This is necessary to produce a responsible, long-term budget

420 The Capitol. 402 South Monrog Strect. Tallahasses. Florida 32399-1300
{850) I88-1.430 Fax: (830) 488-1430
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that protects our most important priorities and puts Florida in the best possible position to
rebound as the economy recovers,

Like thousands of families and businesses in Florida, we have to prioritize spending and
focus on what is most important. We must be responsible in our use of federal stimulus dollars
and not use those dollars to grow government or recurring program costs in future years. In the
current economic climate all government projects, including these proposed rail projects, will
need to have significant justification showing benefits to Florida’s citizens and visitors and &
thorough analysis of potential cost impacts to the taxpayers before public tunds are obligated.

I look forward to receiving the department’s updated Florida Rail System Plan and
proposed implementation strategies, along with your analysis and recommendations of how to
proceed with these rail projects proposed for federal funding. Because the projects will afso
require substantial state and local funding, this information will be critical as the Legislature
evaluates all state spending and makes funding decisions which are in the long-term best
interests of the state's financial future. [n this regard it would be very helpful for the department

to provide legislative staff with regular updates on the status of these proposals.

Thank you for vour dedication and service to the citizens of Florida.

Larry Creful
Speaker

ce: Honorable Charlie Crist
Honorable Bill Nelsan




Florida House of Representatives

Representative Tom Anderson
District 45

Aungust 31, 2009

The Honorable Charlie Crist
Governor, State of Florida
PL 05 The Capitol

400 South Monroe Street
Tallahassee, FL 32399-0001

Dear Governor Crist:

Florida’s Tampa-Orlando-Miami corridor is eligible to compete for the first round of federal
funding of $8 billion under the American Recovery and Reinvestment Act (ARRA). High Speed
Rail (HSR) is the “Interstate system” of this century, and Florida can lead the charge based on

the foilowing:

» The private sector has previously demonstrated its willingness to invest in HSR and assume
ridership revenue risk to cover the cost of operations and maintenance.

s The Tampa-Orlande corridor can begin construction of a HSR Express system in less than
two years based on extensive previous planning and environmental work (Florida is further
ahead than other states as this proposed corridor has been through the lengthy NEPA
process);

» The geography along the Tampa-Orlando-Miami corridor has little room for added highway

capacity vet is perfectly suited for high passenger-capacity trains, assuring high ridership;

Our geography is flat, offering a less costly investment than states with variable terrain that

requires expensive structures and tunnels;

s FDOT has been visionary in preserving the median of our highway comidors for 2 HSR
system, allowing our State to offer this precious right-of-way as an “in kind” and eligible
focal contribution that greatly enhances our competitive position;

» HSR offers transportation mobility for our huge tourist population (84 million in 2008),
many who are used to traveling by train at home;

3 2236 US Highway 19, Mount Vernon Professional Center, Holiday, FL 34691 (727} 943-47G0
3 1301 The Capitol, 402 South Monrge Street, Tallahassee, Fl. 32399-13C0  (850) 488-8528

Councils/Committees:
Eider & Family Services Policy Committee, Chair * Healthy Senfors Appropriations Committee, Vice Chair
Full Appronriations Counci! on General Government & Health Care » General Government Policy Councif
» Heaith & Family Services Policy Council
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HSR is a Green solution that will greatly reduce carbon emissions through more efficient
energy use for transportation, reducing our rcliance on foreign oil consumption,

HSR will relieve pressure from our major international airports to provide regional air
service, preserving slots for long-hau! flights than will increasingly be needed to support cur

growing air travel demands;
» Safe mobility for an aging population that drives on our highways as there is no viable

alternative;
HSR has a proven safety record with minimal recorded incidents worldwide after decades of

performance;

HSR offers assistance with hurricane evacuation in a safe, orderly and high-capacity manner;
Considerable investments have been made at both Orlando International Airport and the
Miami Intermodal Center to accommodate High Speed Rail access; and

Interconnectivity at proposed stations with airlines, existing and planned commuter rail

systems, bus service and other modes.

High Speed Rail will create thousands of permanent green jobs and greatly promote economic
development at a time when they are most needed in the state. There has never been a better
time than now and there is no better place to invest in this mode than in Florida.

Sincerely,

Jow Ghdlepaen

Tom Anderson
State Representative
House District 45

TA:emh

(727) 943-4760

7 2236 US Highway 19, Mount Verncn Professicnai Center, Holiday, FL 34691
(850) 488-8528

£7 1301 The Capitol, 402 South Monroe Street, Tallahassee, FL 32399-1300

Councils/Commitiees:
Elder & Family Services Peficy Committee, Chair » Healthy Senfors Appropriations Committee, Vice Chair
Full Appropriations Council on General Government & Health Care = General Government Policy Council
« Health & Famify Services Policy Councit




Representative Dean Cannon
Florida House of Representatives, District 35

1992 Mizedl Avenuy, Suite 200 422 The Capitoi
Wirder Park, Fl. 327924117 402 § Monroe St Taliahassee, FL 32396
(407) 523-5740 - (407) 623-5742 fax (850) 488-2742

August 26, 2000

Paut Nisseonbam, Director

Ollice of Passenger and Freight Rut Programs
Feders] Raitroad Adiminisiration

1.8, Department of Transportation

West Building-Mail Stop 20

1900 New Jersey Ave SE

Washingion 12.C. 20504

The Monorable Ray LaHood, Scerclary
11.8. Deparhinerdd of Transportalion
1200 New Jersey Ave SE

Washinglon D.C, 20590

Pyear Seeretary Ta Hood and My, Nissenbaum:

I wrile you loday lo express my supporl lor Florida’s application o the Federal Railroad Admimsiralion
for famding of the Tederlly=designated High Speed Rail comidor of Tampa-Ortando-Miami, Alter decades of
planming, many ol my colleagues and §are wholly commitied Lo sceing High Speed Rail (HSR) beeome « reality
in the stale of Flovida, The American Recovery and Reinvestinent Act (AARA) provides lederal funding lor
High Speed Rail, and it is mmy beliel that Florida, more than any other state, hag met the necessary oriteria and i

well poised Tor s hoding,

Not only is there widespreard support among Floda’s public and private seelors for HSR, but previous
cllorts to bring it 1o Florida have Tiid the fowndation Tor ISR (o be quickly realized today., I Florida is approved
for federal fnding, the Tampa-Orkndo comidor of a High Speed Rail Express system can begin construction in
less than two years hased on extensive previous planing and environmentat work. This will rreate thousands of
perimanent green johs add greatly promote cconomic development i our state ala e when it is needed the

maost.

Flonida's al geography also olfers its own unique advintages by oflering @ less costly investinent than
stales wilh vanable lermain requistug expensive struetures wd tnnels, The Florida Departiment of
Transporkdion has heen visionary in preserving the median of our highway comdors for o SR sysiem, atlowing
our State o oller Lhis precious right-ol-wiy as an “h: kind” and chigible loeat contrhulion greatly enhances our
compelitive posilion. Furthermore, the geography along the Tampa-Orlando-Miami cormider hias hittle room lor
added highway capacity, yel it is perfeetly suited Tor high passenger-rapacity trains, wihicl will assure high
Adership,

Our precious environment will henefit from HSR as this Green solulion to isporting our citizens will
preally reduce eacbon emissions Hirough more cliicient energy use, (hereby reducing our reliance and
constmption ou loreig oil, When s hurricane poses a threat fo Flonda’s coasl and cvarnalions are necessary,
HSR will wlso olfer assistance in a sale, orderly and Bigh-capacily manmer, Florida’s aghyg population will henelu

Chair. Salect Policy Councit on Slzategic & £conomic Planning
Hoarl of lie Office of Reapporivnmeni; Policy Council,
Rules and Calendar Counit

Dann. canmontmylfioridahnuse.gov




Page 2/High Speed Rasl
loo, as they will be ghven a salc mode ol transportalion when they are mshle 1o drve on Floruda's busy and
croveeled highsvays,

With millious ol visitors from around the world making their way Lo Florida cvery year, HSR will olicr
Florida’s tounst pepulation (84 million in 200R8) ransportation mobility while relieving pressure from our magor
mtentional airports Lo provide regonad air service. Bolh Orlando International Airport and the Miumi
Intermodal Cenler have made considerable itvestiments to accommodate High Specd Rail Systemns, and Flonida
ollers interconnectivity al proposed staions with aifines, existng el plasned eommuter ral systeins, bos service

aned othier modes.

Flonda is ready o leac) the charge i developing Fligh Speed Rail, wnd there Tas never heen a belter
ume Han now to ereate green Jobs, promote cconemic developmeni, aud provide cllicient transportation Jor the

mdlions of people who visit the Sunsline Stale and call it home,
i s with ulmost pride Hal T ofler my il and cathusiastic support lor bringing Fligh Speed Rail o

IFlonda.

Sincerely,

///’. ]
s //
P .-:'-’-.f"é-.?"‘. .

Dean Canmon
Speaker-desipate
Florida House of Representatives

Ce Senator Bill Nelson, T1.8, Congress

Chair, Selecl Policy Councit on Strategic & Econoimic Planning
Head of the Office of Reapportionment, Policy Council,
Rules and Calendar Councit
Dean.cannonimyflonidahouse gov




The Florida House of Representatives

Representative Jim Frishe
House District 54

Talishassee Address:

District Address:

Suite A 214 House Office Building

125 Indian Rocks Road North 402 South Monroe Street

Belleair Bluffs, FL. 33770-1727 Tallahassee, FL 32399-1300
Phone: (850) 458-9960

Phone: (727) 518-3902
Jim. Frishe@myfloridahouse.gov

August 14,2009

The Honorable Ray LaHood, Secretary The Honorable Joe Szabo

U.8. Department of Transportation Federa! Railroad Administrator
1200 New Jersey Ave SE Federal Railroad Administration
Washingten, D.C. 20590 1200 New Jersey Ave SE

Washington, D.C. 20590

Dear Secretary LalHood and Administrator Szabo:

[t is with strong positive recommendation that | write to express my support for the State of Florida’s
application to the Federal Raitrond Administration for funding of the federally-designated High Speed Rai!
(ISR) corridor of Tampa-Orlando-Miami. President Obama’s Vision for High Speed Rail in America provides
federal funding for High Speed Rail under the American Recovery and Reinvestment Act fARRA). The
availability of this funding is based or a competition among eligible states, including the State of Florida. This
personal letter of support, and similar ones from my colleagues throughout our great state, demonstrates our
unified commitment to see plars turn into reality after decades of planning and advocating for High Speed Rail.

Florida has planned for High Speed Rail for decadss. Our prior work has resulted in our readiness on many
fronts, including specific State statutes that are in place. The private sector, envisioned as an important financial
partner in this system, has demonstrated its willingness to invest in High Speed Rail and assume ridership
revenue risk 1o cover the cost of operations and maintenance. The capability of having High Speed Rail in

Florida has never been stronger.

Florida offers the following specitic advaniages that perfectly fulfill the criteria being scored in the national
competition for funding:

The Tampa-Orlando corridor offers the opportunity to begin construction on a High Speed Rail Express
system in less than two years based on extensive previous planning and environmental work, This
corridor has been through the lengthy NEPA process.

Y

Fult Appropriations Council on General Government & Health Care, Vice Chair - Health & Family Services Policy Council
Roads, Bridges, & Ports Palicy Commitiee - Legislative Committee on Interpovernmentzl Relations, Chair
Deputy Floor Leader
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s The geography along the Tampa-Orlando-Miami has little room for added highway capacity
yet is perfectly suiled for high passenger-capacity trains, assuring high ridership;

* Thearea’s geography is flat, offering a less costly investment than states with variable terrain
that requires more costly structures and tunnels;

»  The Florida Department of Transportation has been visionary in preserving the median of our
highway corridors for High Speed Rail, allowing our state to offer this precious right-of-way
as an “in kind” and eligible local contribution that greatly enhances our competitive position;

» HSR offers transportation mobility for our huge tourist population (84 million in 2008), many
of whom are accustomed to traveling by train;

+ HSR is a green solution that will greatly reduce carbon emissions through a more energy-
¢fficient mode of transportation resulting in reducing cur reliance on foreign oil
consumption;

» HSRwill alleviate pressure on our state’s international airports to provide regional air
service, thus preserving siots for longer-distance flights that will increasingly be needed to
support our growing air travel demands;

«  Our aging population needs mobility, yet our safety becomes jeopardized as more of our

elderly population drive on our highways due to lack of reasonable alternatives;

HSR has a proven safety record worldwide with minimal recorded accidents after decades of

performance;

HSR offers assistance with hurricane evacuation in a safe, orderly and high-capacity manner;

Considerable investments have been made at both the Orlando International Airport and the

Miami Intermodal Center to accommodate High Speed Rail access;

Interconnectivity opportunities cxist at proposed stations with different forms of

transportation including airlines, existing and planned commuter and light rait systems, bus

service and other modes.

And, High Speed Rail will create thousands of permanent, green jobs which will greatly promote
economic development at a time when it is most needed.

We have an unprecedented opportunity to invest in a transportation alternative that is widely
available in other developed countries. The willingness of our federal government to invest in this
form of travel has eluded us thus far, yet there has never been a better time than now and there is no

better place to invest than in Florida.

[ wholeheartedly offer my full and enthusiastic support for bringing High Speed Rail to Florida.

Sincerely,

im Frishe
State Representative
[istrict 54




Florida House of Representatives

Representative Mike Horner
District 79

Siate und Counmunity Colleges & Workforee Appropriations Commitice
Energy & Utilities Policy Commitce

State Universities & private Colleges Policy Commitlee

Economic Development Palicy Commillee

Joint Legislative Comminee on [nier-Governmental Relations
Transportation and Economic Development Approprialions Commitice
Deputy iajority Whip

Repty to:

323 Pleasant Street
Kissimmes, Florida 34741
(407) 9433077

300 House Office Bklg

402 South Monrog Street

House Office Building,
Tailahussee, Florida 32399-1300
{B30) 499-8492

August 17,2009

The Honorable Ray LatHood, Secrelary The lHonorable Joseph C. Szabo,

Administrator
U.S. Department of Transportation Federal Railroad Administration
1200 New Jersey Ave SE 1200 New Jersey Ave SE
Washinglon D.C. 20590 Washington D.C. 20590

Dear Secretary Laliood and Administrator Szabo,

] am honored to write to you and express my enthusiastic support for the State of Flerida’s
application to the Federal Railroad Administration for funding of the federally designated High
Speed Rail corridor of Tamipa-Orlando-Miami. After decades of planning and forward thinking,
Florida is particularty well positioned to use these federal funds quickly and wisely.

High Speed Rail will be a vital travel option not only for our residents but also for the milliens of
lourists (84 million in 2008) who visit the Sunshine State every year. The economic development
irpact of tliis project is greatly needed at this time and once the project is complete, High Speed

Rail will have created thousands of permanent green jobs.

I believe Florida’s application will speak for itself. In it you will see that our state has planned
extraordinarily well and we are best equipped to be a cornerstone of the Vision for High Speed

Ruil in Americe,

Sincerely,

Mike Hormer, State Representative
District 79




Florida House of Representatives

Seth McKeel

Representative, District 63

4250 South Florida Avenue, Suite d [ 102 The Capitol

Lakeland, F1. 33813-1725 402 S. Monroe Stree!

(863) 6474896 Tallahassee, FL 32399-1300
{363) 647-4898 Fax (850) 438-98%0

email: sethockeekw myilondahousc ooy

August 14, 2009

The Honorable Joseph Scabo, Administrator
Federal Railroad Administration

1200 New Jersey Ave SE

Washington D.C. 20550

Dear Mr. Scabo,

I join with my colieges in the Florida Legislature to respectfully requést the Federal Railroad
Administration’s favorable consideration of the State of Florida’s application for Federal funding

for High Speed Rail.

[ believe Florida’s mission to provide regional connectivity and to enhance economic activities
perfectly coincides with President Obama’s Vision for High Speed Rail in America. High Speed
Rail will provide a major transportation alternative to Florida's large resident and wvisitor
populations and will contribute greatly to our goals of growth management and environmental
nreservation. We are poised to lead the charge with the "Interstate system” of this century.

The Florida Department of Transportation has demonstrated tremendous foresight in planning
and in preserving the 44 foot enveiope needed to build the alternative transportation system in
the median of our highway corridors. As the only applicant who has been through the lengthy
NEPA process, Florida can begin construction of a High Speed Rail Express system in our
Tampa-Orlando corridor in less than two years.

Again, 1 believe this project goes a long way toward alleviating some significant transportation
deficiencies not only in our state but also in our nation. I sincerely appreciate your consideration
of Florida’s request, T am :

Sincerel){_yours,
/:.’__- & /‘)
A
Seth McKeel

Councils and Committees:
(Chair) State & Community Colleges & Workforce Policy Committee- {Vice Chair) State & Community Colleges
& Workforce Appropriations Committee- Full Appropriations Council on General Government and Health Care-
Energy & Utitities Commitree— Rducation Policy Council-Natural Resources Appropriaticns Commitice- Select
Policy Council on Strategic & Fconomic Planning- Roads, Bridges, and Ports Policy Commiltee




Florida House of Representatives

Representative Steve Precourt

District 41 ,
Disirict Office: R Tallahassee Office:
310 South Diltard Street 1101 The Capitol
Suite 400 402 Sauth Monroe Street
Winter Garden, FL 34787 Tallahassee, FL 32399
(850) 488-0256

(407) 814-6128

August 17,2009

The Honorable Ray LaHood, Secretary
.S, Department of Transpoitation
1200 New Jersey Ave SE

Washington D.C. 20590

Re: Florida’s FRA application for High Speed Rail

Dear Secretary LaHeod:

I would like to share my support for Florida’s application to the Federal Railroad Administration
for the High Speed Rail Corridor between Tampa and Orlando. Florida’s businesses and State
and Local Governments are ready to support this initiative. This project aligns with the goals of
the American Recovery and Reinvestment Act, creating green jobs and stimulaiing local
economy. Florida’s application also demonstrates the speed at which construction can begin on
this job, in less than two years, and Florida has also completed the NEPA process.

Thank you for your time and supporl of Florida’s application.
Sincerely,

1

Rep. Stephen Precourt
House District 41

Steve.Precourt@myfloridahouse. gov

Committees: Full Appropriations Council on Education and Economic Development - Vice Chnir State Universities
and Private Colleges Appropriations Comumittes - Energy and Utilities Comumittee - Education Policy Courteil - Chuir
State Universities and Private Colleges Policy Committee - Economic Development Policy Committee




Florida House of Representatives

Representative David Rivera
District 112

Reply 1o:

O 1460 N.W. 107 Avenue 0 222 The Capito! O Collier County Courthouse
Suite P - 2" Floor 402 South Monroe Streel 3301 E. Tamiami Trail Suite 305
Miami, FL 33172 Tallzhassee, FL 32399-1300 Naples, FL 34112-3972
Ph.: {305) 227-7630 Ph.: (850) 488-7807 Ph.: (239) 434-50%4
Fax: (305) 227-7632 e-mail: david.rivera@myfloridahousc.gov Fax: (239)434-5095

September 25, 2009

The Honorable Ray LaHood, Secretary
U.S. Department of Transportation
1200 New Jersey Avenuc SE
“‘Washington D.C. 20590

Panl Nissenbaum, Director

Office of Passenger and Freight Rail Programs
Federal Railroad Administration

U.S. Department of Transportation

West Building-Mail Stop 20

1200 New Jersey Avenue SE

Washington D.C. 20590

Dear Secretary LaHood and Mr. Nissenbaum:

[ am writing to express my whole-hearted support for the Statc of Florida’s application io the
Federal Railroad Administration for funding of the fedcrally-designated High Speed Rail
Corridor of Tampa-Orlando-Miami. President Obama’s Vision for High Speed Rail in
America provides federal funding for High Speed Rail under the American Recovery and

Reinvestment Act (ARRA),

Florida offers the following advantages that line up perfectly with the criteria being scored in the
national competition for funding:

Councils: Full Appropriaticns Council on Education & Economic Development, Chalrman
Full Appropriations Council on General Government & Heaith Care, Chairman
Joint Legisiative Budget Commission, Chairman
Rules & Calendar Councif




Florida House of Representatives
Representative David Rivera
District 112

Page 2 of 3

The Tampa-Orlando corridor is prepared to begin construction of a High Speed Rail
Express system in less than two years based on exiensive previous planning and
environmental work (Florida is further ahead than other states as this proposed corridor has
been through the lengthy NEPA process);

» HSR offers transportation mobility for our huge tourist population {84 million in 2008),
many who are used to traveling by train at home, and Tampa-Orlando is a main route for
tourists;

The private sector has previously demonstrated its willingness fo invest in High Speed Rail
and assume ridership revenue risk to cover the cost of operations and maintenance.

The geography along the Tampa-Orlando-Miami corridor has little room for added highway
capacity yet is perfectly suited for high passenger-capacity trains, assuring high ridership;

»  Our geography is flat, offering a less costly investment than states with variable terrain that
requires expensive structures and tunncls;

FDOT has been visionary in preserving the median of our highway corridors for a HSR
system, allowing our State to offer this precious right-of-way as an “in kind” and eligible
focal contribution that greatly enhances our competiiive position;

HSR is a Green solution that will greatly reduce carbon emissions through more efficient
energy use for transportation, reducing our reliance on foreign oil consumption;

s HSR will relieve pressure from our major international airports to provide regional air
service, preserving slots for long-haul flights than will increasingly be needed to support our

growing air travel demands;
Safe mobility for an aging population that drives on our highways as there is no viable

alternative;
HSR has a proven safety record with minimal recorded incidents worldwide after decades of

performance;

HSR offers assistance with hurricane evacuation in a safc, orderly and high-capacity manner;
Considerabie investments have been made at both Orlando International Airport and the
Miami Intermodal Center fo accommodate High Speed Rail access;

* interconnectivity at proposed stations with airlines, existing and planned commuter rail

systems, bus service and other modes.
HSR WILL CREATE THOUSANDS OF PERMANENT GREEN JOBS AND GREATLY
PROMOTE ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT AT A TIME WHEN THEY ARE MOST

NEEDED!




Florida House of Representatives
Representative David Rivera
District 112

Page 3of 3

We have an unprecedented opportunity to invest in a transportation alternative that is widely
available in other developed countries around the world. The willingness of our federal
government to invest in this travel mode has eluded us so far, yet there has never been a better
time than now and there is no better place to invest in this mede than in Florida.

1 offer my enthusiastic support for bringing High Speed Rail to Florida.
Sincerely,

V27—

David Rivera
State Representative
District 112
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The Honorable Ray La Hood, Secretary
1J.8. Department of Transportation
1200 New Jersey Ave SE

Washington D.C. 20590

Florida House of Representatives
Representative Darryl E. Rouson

Darryl Rouson{@my floridahouse.gov

August 18,2009

DISTRICT OFFICLS
441 45" Avenue South
S1. Pelersburg, FL 13705
{7271 332-1370

302 Manatee Avenue il
Bradenion, FL 34208
{941) 708-8570

TALLAFASSEE OFFICE

1003 The Capitoi
402 South Monroe Street
Tallahassee. FL 32399
t850) 4B8-1NY23

The Honorable Joseph Szabo, Administrator
Federal Railroad Administration
1J.S. Department of transportation

1200 New Jersey Ave. SE
Washington, D.C. 20590

Secretary L.a Hood and Administrator Szabo,

This letler is to express my support for the State of Florida’s application to the Federal Railroad
Administration for funding of the High-Speed Rail Corridor of Tampa-Orlando-Miami. Florida
is competitively positioned to receive High Speed Rail funding designated under the American
Recovery and Reinvestment Act, and State Legislators in Florida agree that Florida is prepared

to move forward on a High Speed Rail.

Florida's decision makers have been planning to incorporate High Speed Rail into our
(ransportation system for many years, and we now believe we have many advantages that make

our state competitive to receive this funding. These specific advantages are:

s The Tampa-Oriando corridor offers the opportunity o begin construction on a High Speed Rail
Fxpress system in jess than two years based on extensive previous planning and environmental

work (this corridor has been through the lengthy NEPA process);

s+ The geography along the Tampa-Orlando-Miami corridor has little room for added highway
capacity yet is perfectly suited for high passenger-capacity trains, assuring high ridership:

s QOur geography is flat, offering a less costly investment than states with variable terrain that
requires expensive structures and tunnels;

+  The Florida Department of Transportation has been visionary in preserving the median of our
highway corridors for a high speed rail system, allowing our State to offer this precious;

right-of-way as an “in kind” and eligible local contribution that greatly enhances our competitive

position;
HSR offers transportation mobility for our huge tourist population (84 million in 2008), many of

whom are used to traveling by train at home;




HSR is a green sofution that will greatly reduce carbon emissions through more efficient energy
use for transportation, reducing our rehiance on {oreign ol consumption;

HSR will relieve pressure from our major international airports to provide regional air service,
preserving slots for long-haul flights that will increasingly be needed to support cur growing air
wavel demands;

Our aging population needs mobility, yel our safety becomes jeopardized as more of our elder
population drives on our highways due to no viable aliernatives;

HSR has a proven safety record with minimal recorded incidents worldwide after decades of

performance;
HSR offers assistance with hurricane evacuation in a safe, orderly and high-capacity manner

Considerable investments have been made at both Orlande Internationai Airport and the Miarni

Intermodal Center to accommodate High Speed Rail access;
interconnectivity opportunities exist at proposed stations with different modes including airiines.

existing and planned commuter and light rail systems, bus service and other modes;
Piease carefully consider our request for High Speed Rail funding designated under the

American Recovery and Reinvestment Act. The U.S. transportation infrasiructure is in great
need of efficiency enhancing investments, and Fiorida stands to benefit the greatest from this

investment.

Regards,

Representative Darryl E. Rouson




Representative Will Weather{ord, District 61

Op-Ed
Florida High Speed Rail (413 Words)

Florida has an unprecedented opportunity to move forward to address our state’s mobility i1ssucs
and takc steps necessary to remain competitive in the new global economy.

The State of Florida recently submitted its application to compete for High Speed Rail funds
designated by the American Recovery and Reinvestment Act (ARRA) of 2009. Securing the
High Speed Rail project would connect the state’s diverse communities and tourist atiractions,
stimulate high tech jobs, and would be a competitive attractor for business and investment long

lerm.

ARRA designated $8 billion for investments in High Speed Rail and has the potential to
designate an additional $5 billion. Florida is uniquely positioned to compete for these funds
based on the previous work of the Florida High Speed Rail Authority (FHSRA} and the
continuing commitment of the Florida Departiment of Transportation (FDOT). FDOT has
invested hundreds of miilions of dollars in preparing the Tampa Bay-Orlando Corridor for High
Speed Rail including purchasing and preserving the right-of-way necessary to build a system.
FDOT and FHSRA are to be applauded for this work and for their vision.

Economically, Florida is a great location for one of the first true High Speed Rail projects in
America. The combined Tampa Bay-Orlando Corridor encompasses 23 counties, 8 million
residents, 4.4 miliion workers, 338,000 business establishments with $40 billion in sales as well
as attracting millions of visitors from around the world each year, all in need of a more efficient

means to travel across this corridor.

Beyond the state commitment to transit, both regions that make up the Tampa Bay-Orlando
Corridor have made large community commitments and investments into local transit
allernatives over the past decade. These regional efforts will greatly support and enhance the
ability for High Speed Rail to work efficiently and effectively along the Tampa Bay-Orlando
corridar. Further, a federal investment in High Speed Rail will greatly boost local transit efforts
and encourage local communities to speed up implementation, creating a true win-win for our

citizens.

Beyond the initial Tampa Bay-Orlando corridor, FHSRA and FDOT have long term goals to
continug to prepare, study, and build the Orlando-Miami corridor and ultimately extend the

system o Jacksonville,

Florida’s application for High Speed Rail funds is extremely competitive and our state is well
prepared to deliver one of the first true High Speed Rail projects in American. To be successful,
Florida’s elected leaders must voice strong commitment and support for our state’s application

and make High Speed Rail in Florida a top priority.




August 14" 2009

The Honorable Ray LaHood, Secretary Paul Nissenbaumn, Director

U.S. Department of Transportation Office of Passenger and Freight Rail Programs
1200 New Jersey Ave SE Federal Railroad Administration

Washington D.C. 205%0 UI.S. Department of Transportation

West Building-Mail Stop 20

[200 New Jersey Ave SE

Washington D.C. 20590

Dear Secretary LaHood and Mr. Nissenbaum;

I 'am pleased to express my support for the State of Florida's application to the Federal Railroad
Administration for funding of the federally-designated High Speed Rail corridor of Tumpa-Orlando-
Miami. President Obama’s Vision of High Speed Rail in America provides federal funding for High
Speed Rail under the American Recovery and Reinvestment Act (ARRA). The availability of this
funding is based on a competition among cligible States, including the State of Florida. This letter of
support, and similar ones from my colleagues across our great state, demonstrates our untfied
commitment to see plans come to fruition after decades of planning high speed rail.

High Speed Rail planning in the State of Florida has been occurring for decades. Past efforts have
resulted in our preparedness on numerous fronts, including specific Florida statutes that are still in place.
Florida offers the following specific advantages that line up perfectly with the criteria being scored in the

national competition funding:

The private sector has previously demonstrated its willingness to invest in High Speed Rail and
assume ridership revenue risk to cover the cost of operations and maintenance.

»  The Tampa-Orlando corridor can begin constructior: of a High Speed Rail Express system in less than
two years based on extensive previous planning and environmental work (Florida is further ahead
than other states as this proposed corridor has been through the lengthy NEPA process);

The geography along the Tampa-Orlando-Miami corridor has little room for added highway capacity
yet is perfectly suited for high passenger-capacity trains, assuring high ridership;

Our geography is flat, offering a less costly investment than states with variable terrain that requires
expensive shuctures and tunnels;

FDOT has been visionary in preserving the median of our highway corridors for a HSR systemn,
allowing our State to offer this precious right-of-way as an “in kind” and eligibie local contribution

that greatly enhances our competitive position;




» HSR offers transportation mobility for our huge tourist population (84 million in 2008), many who

are used to fraveling by train at home;
+  HSR will relieve pressure from our major international airports to provide regional air service,
preserving slots for long-haul flights than will increasingly be needed to support cur growing air

travel demands;
Safe maobility for an aging population that drives on our highways as there is no viable aiternative;

FISR has a proven safety record with minimal recorded incidents worldwide after decades of

performance;
HSR offers assistance with hurricane evacuation in a safe, orderly and high-capacity manner;

Considerable investments have been made at both Qrlando intemational Airport and the Miami

Intermodal Center to accommodate High Speed Rail access;
Interconnectivity at proposcd stations with airlines, existing and planned commuter rail systems, bus

service and other modes.
HSR is a Green solution that will greatly reduee carbon emissions through more efficient energy use

for transportation, reducing our rehiance on foreiga oil consumption,;
HSR WILL CREATE THOUSANDS OF PERMANENT GREEN JOBS AND GREATLY
PROMOTE ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT AT A TIME WHEN THEY ARE MOST NEEDED!

There has never been u betier time than now and there is no better piace to invest in this mode than in

Florida.

Sincerely,

John Wood

State Representative, District 63




RESOLUTION

WHEREAS, the President and Congress of the United States have enacted the American

Recovery and Reinvestment Act (ARRA) and the Passenger Rail Investment and Improvement
Act of 2008 which will make at least $13 billion dolars available for high speed rail and
intercity rail passenger service in the next five years, $8 billion dollars which is available under

the ARRA for “shove! ready” high speed rail projects; and

WHEREAS, in 1992, the Tampa-Orlando-Miami corridor was designated as the Florida
high speed rail corridor and one of our Nation’s ten national high speed rail comidors; and

WHEREAS, the Florida high speed rail corridor would provide service to 12,7 mllion
Floridians, serving major urban counties with an overall average population density of 1,165
persons per square mile, equating to over 35,000 people per linear mile; and

WHEREAS, Florida can design, construct and commence operation of America’s fastest
high speed rail system in the Orlando-Tampa corridor for less cost per mile and provide more
Americans with greater exposure to true high speed rail than any project in the Nation; and

WHEREAS, development of high speed rail in the Oriando-Tampa corridor would
connect a super-region with over 6.8 million citizens, two international ajrports with over 51
million passengers and tourist destinations that attract over 50 million visitors annually, all of

which are served primarily by a single six-lane highway; and

WHEREAS, to date, as a result of several major studies and procurement processes
costing over $10 million dollars, Florida aiso has identified two practical alternative corridors for
the development of high speed rail service between Orlando and Miami; and

WHEREAS, the Orlando-Miami segment would provide connections to an additional 6
miilion people, two international airports with over 55 million annual passengers and three major
seaports with over § million annual cruise ship passengers; and

WHEREAS, establishing long-distance traditional speed inter-city raif service between
Jacksonville and Miami would link an additional 1.3 million Floridians to the Florida high speed

rail corridor; and
WHEREAS, the combined projects establish a cost-effective foundation for commencing

and developing high speed and inter-city rail service in Florida that would provide effective
service to 14 million Floridians or approximately 76% of Florida’s residents; and

WHEREAS, Florida has consistently been a donor to the federal trust fund for highway
and transit dollars with Florida receiving less than 30 cents back for each transit dollar it
generates, recefving the lowest per capita amounts of federal transportation stimufus dollars of

any state in the nation; and
WHEREAS, Florida is projected to expenience higher levels of unemployment with a

disproportionately higher impact on Florida’s building trades and the development of the
proposed corridors would create over 25,000 permanent jobs and tens of thousands of

construction jobs; and




WHEREAS, the development of high speed rail and intercity rail in Florida will catalyze
the development of strong regional and local rail and bus transit systems, reduce congestion and

air pollution and will promote better growth management; and

WHEREAS, federal funding of Florida’s Tampa-Orlando-Miami high speed rail and
Jacksonville to Miami inter-city raii applications would meet the goals and objectives of
President Obama and the U.S. Congress, providing greater funding equity to Florida, create jobs

and lay a new foundation for economic prosperity.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Governor and Cabinet of the State
of Florida do hereby support and urge President Obama, U.S. Transportation Secretary Ray
LaHood and Federal Railroad Administrator Joseph C. Szabo to fully fund Florida’s

applications. -

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Govemo.r and Cabinct of the State of Florida
do hereby urge and request that all members of Florida’s Congressional delegation support

Floride’s high speed and inter-city rail applications.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Governor and Cabinet of the State of Florida
does hereby urge and request that the Florida Legislature enthusiastically support Florida’s high
speed and inter-city rail applications and take all reasonable and prudent steps to maximize
Florida’s ability to qualify for these federal funds.

orida have

IN TESTIMONY WHEREOF the Governor and Cabinet of the State of Fl
oridza to be

hereunto subscribed their names and have caused the Official Seal of the State of Fl
hereunto affixed in the City of Tallahassee on this 15" day of September, 2009,




August 24, 2009

Honorable Ray LaHood, Secretary

United States Department of Transportation
1200 New Jersey Ave, SE

‘Washington, DC 205590

Dear Secretary LaHood:

We are picased to advise you that Audubon of Florida is in full support of the state of Florida’s
Track 1B application for $30 million to the proposed Oriando-Miami High Speed Rail to conduct
Preliminary Engineering and NEPA Environmental stadies. This is the complimentary
application to Florida’s Track 2 application to construct the Orlando-Tampa segment of the
Florida High Speed Rail corridor application on October 2, 2009,

We believe that construction of the Tampa-Ortando-Miami High Speed Rail corridor is essential
for the future progress of the state of Florida and to the establishrnent of a national rail passenger
network. We are working with Governor Crist, leading state legisiators, members of the Florida
Congressional delegation, local officials, business and economic development organizations,
labor groups, environmental organizations and thousands of Floridians in supporting this effort.
We think this program will create tens of thousands of new jobs, lay the foundation for new
prosperity, help Florida better manage its growth while minimizing reducing environmental
impacts associated with growth. Further, Audubon of Florida believes that the creation of a high
speed rail system in Florida will significantly aid in reduction of greenhouse gasses and combat
global warming.

We are encouraged by the degree of enthusiasm and support that the President’s High Speed Rail
program has gencrated in Florida and believe that it is creating a new foundation of public and
private sector support for intercity, regional and local transit initiatives. This support grows daily
and can be followed at www. FastRailConnectUs. com, the web site of Florida’s grassroots effort
to support High-Speed Rail.

Presiden: Obama, Vice-President Biden and you outlined a bright, exciting vision for High
Speed Rail on April 16, 2009. We believe that Florida is better prepared than any state in the
union to realize this vision and build America’s first true High-Speed Rail system and do it
sooner, Taster and for less cost than anyore 2lse.

Sincerely,

Q8IS

Pavid Anderson
Executive Director




August 21, 2009

The Honorable Ray LaHood, Secretary
U.S. Department of Transportation
1200 New Jersey Avenue SE
Washington, D.C. 20380

Dear Secretary LaHood:

The Broward Workshop supports the State of Florida’s Track 1B application for $30 million to the
proposed Orlando-Miami High Speed Rail to conduct Preliminary Engineering and NEPA Environmental
studies. This is the complimentary application to Florida’s Track 2 application to construct the Orlando-
Tampa segment of the Florida High Speed Rail corridor application on October 2, 2009, which we

likewise support.

The Broward Workshop is a private, non-profit business organization made up of the Chief Executive
Officers or Managing Partners of 100 of Broward County’s major businesses and professions who are
committed 1o facilitate positive solutions to Broward County’s critical issues. The Broward Workshop is
also a founding partner of the Regional Business Alliance, whose mission is to promote Southeast
Florida’s first regional business network of CEQ’s working in partnership across County jurisdictional
lines to address issues of strategic regional concerns.

We believe that construction of the Tampa-Orlando-Miami High Speed Rail corridor is essential for the
future progress of the state of Florida and to the establishment of a national rail passenger network. We
are working with Governor Crist, leading state legislators, merbers of the Florida Congressional
delegation, iocal officials, business and economic development organizations, labor groups,
environmental organizations and thousands of Floridians in supporting this effort. 'We think this program
will create tens of thousands of new jobs, lay the foundation for new prosperity, and help Florida better
manage its growth while reducing pollution.

We are encouraged by the degree of enthusiasm and support that the President’s High Speed Rail program
has generated in Florida and believe that it is creating a new foundation of public and private sector
support for intercity, regional and local transit initiatives. This support grows daily and can be followed
at www FasiReilConnectUs.com, the web site of Florida’s grassroots effort to support High-Speed Rail.

President Obama, Vice-President Biden and you outlined a bright, exciting vision for High Speed Rail on
April 16, 2009. We believe that Florida is better prepared than any state in the union to realize this vision
and build America’s first true High-Speed Rail system and do it sooner, faster and for less cost than
anyone glse.

Thank you for your consideration. Please contact me at any time if you need further assistance.

Chairman
150 F. Davie Bivd, Snite 200, Ft Landerdale, FL 33316, Phone (934) 462-9112, Emailbrowardworkshon@bellsouth.net
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A Resolution of Support Regarding a High-Speed Intercity Passenger Rail

Wednesday, August 19, 2009

At their mieeting on August 17, 2009, CFDC inc., the private sector board of the Central Florida Development Council, passed a Resolution in support of

high-speed passenger rail in Central Ftorida. The Resolution folows:

A RESOLUTION OF SUPPORT

REGARDING A HIGH-SPEED INTERCITY PASSENGER RAIL

WHEREAS, the Central Florida Development Coundil is committed to improving the economy and quality of life for residents in Centrai Florida; and

WHEREAS, a multi-modal regional transpertation system will contribute significantly to enhancing the vitality, quality of kfe and positive cormunity

reputation of the Central Florida Region: and

WHEREAS, the Ceatral Florida Development Cooncil is aware the Florida Department of Transportation [FDOT) in partnership with the U.5. Department of
Transportation is undartaking the development of a High-Speed Infercity Passenger Rall System as outlined in the High-Speed Rall Strategic Plan published
by the Ffaderal Railroad Administration in April 2009; and

WHEREAS, implementation of High-Speed Infercity Passenger Rail System will greatly benefit al! of the citizens of, and visitors to the Central florida Region,
and is needed in order to relieve traffic congestion, provide transportation opportunities and provide a relief for 1-4 traffic; and

WHEREAS, High-Speed Intercity Passenger Raif System will become an integral part of Central Florida’s balanced transportation system and, with
concurrent development of improvernents to roadways and bus transit, will greatly enhance the mobiiity of the traveling public; and

WHEREAS, the President of the United States, Barack Obama; and the Secratary of the United States Departrment of Transportation, Ray LaHood, and many
politicat entities in the State of Florida are working in support of a High-Speed Intercity Passenger Rail System; and

WHEREAS, it is rmore critical than ever to provide the traveling pubtic with transportation alternatives as gascline prices are volatile and new federal alr
quality standards for ozone put the Central Florida Reglon at risk of being declared a non-attainment area which could resuit in sanctions being imposed;

and

WHEREAS, High-Speed Intercity Passenger Raif Systam wil support the effort of Governor Crist’s Energy and Climate Change Action Plan, established by
Executive Order 07-128, with ambitious goais for reducing statewide green house gas emissions.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE 1T RESQLVED that the Central Florida Development Councif supports the design, construction and implementation of High-Speed
Intercity Passenger Rail System in the Central Florida Region; and

AND BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Central Florida Development Council is requested to work in concert with the Ceatral Florida Partnersiip and
Tampa Bay Partnarship along with Chairman Lee Chira and the Florida High-Speed Rail Authority (FHSRA); to help secure a High-Speed Intercity Passenger
Raif System from Tampa to Orlandc with at least one stop in Polk County ; and

AND BE IT FURTHER RESQLVED that the Central Florida Development Council recommends that additional evaluation should be made in consideration of the
location of the Polk County rail stop alternatives to ensure the stop leverages our economic development initiatives and assuras an accessible location that

witl service the entire County.
APROVED AND ADOPTED by the Central Florids Development Council this 15th day of August 2009,

Signed this 18th day of August 2005,

2009 President

David Touchton

Central Florida Development Coundif

£y 2009 Central Florida Development Councit

http://cfdc.org/mews/a-resolution-of-support-regarding-a-high-speed-intercity-passenger-rail/  10/6/2009




August 24, 2009-

The Honorable Ray LaHood

Secretary, U.S. Department of Transportation
1200 New Jersey Ave, SE

Washingtcon, DC 20580

Dear Secretary LaMHood,

it's important for you to know that the Ceniral Florida Partnership is in full support of High-Speed
Rail for Florida. Along these lines, it is my pleasure to write in support of Florida's “Track 1B
Application,” for $30 miliion, designed to support the proposed route of High-Speed Rail from
Miami-Orlando. Specifically these dollars will be used to conduct Preliminary Engineering and
NEPA Environmental Studies. As you know, this effort is complimentary to Florida’s "Track 2
Appiication” to construct High-Speed Rail from Orlando-Tampa.

So you will know, the Central Florida Partnership was created as a place where regional leaders
will convene, set pricrities, address our region's toughest problems and identify our greatest
opportunities. Serving business, civic and community leaders in Brevard, Lake, Orange,
Osceola, Polk, Seminole and Volusia Counties - the Central Florida Partnership is a business
ied initiative where we will collaborats, cooperate and coordinate - solving the problems that
matter most to the millions of people who live, work, learn and play in the Central Florida
Region.

immediately, one of the projects of the Central Florida Partnership is working 1o champion a
regional mulii-model transporiation system. To advance this goal, the Central Florida
Parinership has created the Central Florida Transportation Corridors "Task Force,” and is Co-
Chaired by Carmen Dominguez, Carmen Dominguez Construction, LC, and Michael Weinberg,
RIDA Associates, LP, to Co-Ghair this important regional effort.

Our mestings are powsr-packed and deal with important Regional Transporiation Issues as we
work together to “advocate” for a “World Class Resident and Visitor Transportation System.”

The Mission of the Ceniral Florida Transportation Corridors “Task Force”is 10 embody an “deas
fo Resulis® agenda of the Ceniral Florida Parinership, honoring the Shared Regional Vision as
presented by myregion.org - A Regional Development Program. Toward this end, both the
Board of Directors of the Central Florida Partnership and the members of the Central Florida
Transportation Corridors “Task Force” support High-Speed Rail for Florida.

Along these lines, we believe that construction of High-Speed Rail between Tampa-Crlando-
Miami is essential for the future progress of the State of Florida and to the establishment of a
National Rail Passenger Network. We are working with Governor Crist, Florida’s Legislative
Leaders, Florida’s Congressional Delegation, Local Officials, Business and Economic
Development Crganizations, Labor Groups, Environmental Organizations and thousands of
Floridians in supporting this effort.  We think this program will create tens of thousands of new
iobs, lay the foundation for new prosperity, and help Florida better manage its growth while
reducing poliution.

(Continued . . )




August 24, 2009
FPage Two

We are encouraged by the degree of enthusiasm and support that the President’s High-Speed
Rail vision has generated in Florida and we believe that it is creating a new foundation of public
and private sector suppott for intercity, regional and local transit initiatives. This support grows
daily and can be foliowed at www.FastRailConnectUs.com, the web site of Florida’s “grassroots”
fort designed to support High-Speed Rail for Florida.  Ed Turanchik is President of Connect
gamj is helping to guide this effort for all of Florida. Like Mr. Turanchik, we betieve that
iorida is prepared o realize President Barack Obama’s “vision” and build America’s first High-

f%iaeed Rail Sy§tem.
i ~
since f

&

‘%
. Stuagrt

nt ang CEC
2l-lopida Parinership
izcob.stuari@ideastoresulis.org

cc:  Patricia J. Engler, Chair, Central Florida Parinership,

“{General Manager, Hyatt Regency Orlando Infemational Alrport

Carmen Dominguez, Co-Chair, Central Florida Transportation Corrdors “Task Fores,
President, Carmen Dominguez Construction, LC

Michael Weinberg, Co-Chair, Central Florida Transportation Corridors “Task Force,”
Director of Acguisitions & Leasing, RIDA Associates, LF

Mike Ketchum, Vice President of Public Policy, Ceniral Florida Parinership

Ed Turanchik, President, Connect Us

Nazih K. Haddad, P.E., Manager, Passenger Rail Development,

Fiorida Depariment of Transportation

k2




August 24, 2009

Dear Secretary LaHood:

Wa are pleased to advise you that Connectts, Inc. is in full support of the state of Florida's Track 1B
application for $30 million to the proposed Orlando-Miam High Speed Rail to conduct Prefiminary
Engineering and NEPA Environmental studies. ConnectUsisa statewide grassroots organization
comprised of Florida’s leading business, labor and snvironmental groups. We supgport Florida’s
application for funding of the Tampa-Orlando-Miami High-speed raii corridor,

\We believe that construction of the Tampa-Orlando-Miami High Speed Rail corridor is essential for the
future progress of the state of Florida and 10 the establishment of a national rail passenger network. We
are working with Governor Crist, ieading state legislators, members of the Florida Congressional
delegation, local officials, business and economic development organizations, labor groups,
environmental organizations and thousands of Floridians in supporting this affort. We think this program
will create tens of thousands of new jobs, lay the foundation for new prosperity, and help Florida better
manage its growth while minimizing reducing environmental impacts associated

We are encouraged by the degree of enthusiasm and support that the President’s High Speed Rail
program has generated in Florida and befieve that it is creating a new foundation of public and private
sector support for intercity, regional and local ransit initiatives. This suppori grows daily and can be
fallowed at our website, www,FastRaiiConnectUs.com. Indeed, over a thousand Floridians joined our
effort in just the last three business days. :

President Obama, Vice-President Biden and you outlined a bright, exciting vision for High Speed Rail on
April 16, 20089. We believe that Florida is better orepared than any state in the union fo realize this vision
and build America's first true High-Speed Rail system and do it sooner, faster and for less cost than
anyone glse.

T
Ed Turanchik
President, Connects, Inc.
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A RESOLUTION OF SUPPORT
REGARDING A HIGH-SPEED INTERCITY PASSENGER RAIL

WHEREAS, the East Polk Committee of 100 is committed to improving the economy and
quality of life for residents in Central Florida; and

WHEREAS, a multi-modal regional transportation system will contribute significantly to
enhancing the vitality, quality of life and positive community reputation of the Central Florida

Region: and

WHEREAS, the East Polk Committee of 100 is aware the Florida Department of Transportation
(FDOT) in partnership with the U.S. Department of Transportation is undertaking the
development of a High-Speed Intercity Passenger Rail System as outlined in the High-Speed Rail
Strategic Plan published by the Federal Railroad Administration in April 2009; and

WHEREAS, implementation of High-Speed Intercity Passenger Rail System will greatly benefit
all of the citizens of, and visitors to the Central Florida Region, and is needed in order to relieve

traffic congestion, provide transportation opportunities and provide a relief for I-4 traffic; and

WHEREAS, High-Speed Intercity Passenger Rail System will become an integral part of Central
Florida’s balanced transportation system and, with concurrent development of improvements
to roadways and bus transit, will greatly enhance the mobility of the traveling public; and

WHEREAS, it is more critical than ever to provide the traveling public with transportation
alternatives as gasoline prices are volatile and new federal air quality standards for ozone put
the Central Florida Region at risk of being declared a non-attainment area which could result in

sanctions being imposed; and

401 Avenue B, NW = Winter Haven, FL 33881 www.epc100.org
Office: 863-293-2525 » Fax: B63-287-5818 Email: contact@epc100.0rg




WHEREAS, High-Speed intercity Passenger Rail System will support the effort of Florida’s
Energy and Climate Change Action Plan, established by Executive Order 07-128, with ambitious
goals for reducing statewide green house gas emissions.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the East Polk Committee of 100 supports the
design, construction and implementation of High-Speed Intercity Passenger Rail System in the
Central Florida Region; and

AND BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the £ast Polk Committee Of 100 is requested to work
in concert with the Central Florida Development Council, Central Florida Partnership and Tampa
Bay Partnership along with Chairman Lee Chira and the Florida High-Speed Rail Authority
(FHSRA); to help secure a High-Speed Intercity Passenger Rail System from Tampa to Orlando
with at least one stop in Central Polk County, and

AND BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Fast Polk Committee of 100 recommends that
additional evaluation should be made in consideration of the location in the central area of Polk
County to ensure the stop leverages our economic development initiatives and assures an
accessible location that will service the entire County, with emphasis on Polk County’s
population and its future growth patterns.

APROVED AND ADOPTED by the £ast Polk Committee of 100 this 4™ day of September
2009.

Signed this 4™ day of September 2009.

P

Jesse Douthit
2009 Chairman
East Polk Committee of 100




August 20, 2009

Mr. Nazih K Haddad, PE

Manager

Passenger Rail Development

Florida Department of Transportation
605 Suwannee Street

Tallahassee, FL 32308

Dear Nazih:

1 would like to take this opportunity to offer the support of the Florida Institute of
Consulting Engineers (FICE) for FDOT s application to the Federal Railroad
Administration for the Orlando-Miami segment of the Florida High Speed Rail system.
High Speed Rail is the future and we are ready in Florida for the future to be here NOW.

The American Recovery and Reinvestment Act 0f 2009 (ARRA) has been a tremendous
stimulus for our nation as we work towards coming out of the economic doldrams that
have gripped our country. Unfortunately, the Planning, Design and Engineering
components of Transportation Projects have taken a back seat as ARRA puts the
emphasis on “shovel- ready” projects. The money spent initially for this segment of the
Florida High Speed Rail system would be spent entirely on the above components and
would offer a tremendous infusion of stimulus in an industry that has been hit hard the
past few years. Over 100 jobs for technical professionals would be created in Florida,
which would have a significant impact to our industry.

Thank you for all your efforts to bring High Speed Rail to Florida and for allowing me to
offer support for the Ortando-Miami corridor. Please fet me know if you need further
information or have any questions.

Sincerely,

’_.--;; -,
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Frank Rudd
Executive Director




The Florida Metropelitan Planning Organization Advisory Council

Mayor Richard J. Kaplan

Chairman
Auguost 5, 2009

The Honorable Charlie Crist
Governor of the State of Florida
The Capitol

400 S, Monroe Strest
Tallahassee, FL 32399-0001

Dear Governor Crist,

The Florida Department of Transportation (FDOT) recently submitted pre-application forms for federal High
Speed Intercity Passenger Rail (HSIPR) Program funds to:

1. Construct the Tampa to Orlando leg of the proposed Florida High Speed Rail System and
complete the environmental and engineering work for the Orlando to Miami leg,

2. Restore Amtrak passenger rail service on the Florida East Coast corridor between Jacksonville
and Miami, and

3. Purchase an existing 61-mile freight rail corridor in Central Florida that will be used for multiple
technologies including Intercity Rail, High Speed Rail, Commuter Rail and light rail.

On behalf of the Florida Metropolitan Planning Organization Advisory Council (MPOAKC), I want to express our
endorsement of and thanks for the initiative and leadership being shown by the FDOT to secure funding for these
three extremely important passenger rail projects. From Orlando to Jacksonville, from Southeast Florida to the
Tampa Bay area, MPOs across the state have been working to increase the availability of premium passenger rail
services within and between Florida’s metropolitan areas. It is in that spirit that Florida’s MPOs enthusiastically
support each of the three proposed projects.

Thank you again for your current and future efforts to secure federal funds for premium rail services in Florida.
We look forward to working with you, your staff and our transportation partners to advance multi-modal
transportation options in Florida for the benefit of our citizens and businesses. Please contact Howard Glassman,
MPOAC Executive Director at (850) 414-4062 should you have any questions.

cc: Secretary Stephanie Kopelousos, FDOT
MPOAC members

Howard Glassman, Exzcutive Director
5035 Suwannee Street, MS 288 - Tallashassee, Florida 32395-0450
1-866-374-3368 x 4037 or 850-414-4037 : Faxt 850-414-4835

WWW.ITIPDOBC, OTg




- greaier
miami

chamber
of commarce RESOLUTION OF SUPPORT

REGARDING A HIGH-SPEED INTERCITY PASSENGER RAIL

WHEREAS, the Greater Miami Chamber of Commerse comprised of over 2,500 businssses, with more than 5,700 members, is
a regionally focused, activist chamber of commerce that promotes sustainable economic vitality and quality of life in South
Florida and works o promote a strong economy; and

WHEREAS, 2 muli-modal regionai transportation system wili contribute significantly fo enhancing the vitality, quality of life and
positive community reputation of Florida; and

WHEREAS, the Greater Miami Chamber of Commerce is aware the Florida Depariment of Transportation (FDCT) in
parinership with the U.S. Department of Transportation is undertaking the development of a High-Speed Intercily Passenger
Rail Systern as outlined in the High-Spesed Rail Sirategie Plan published by the Federal Raiiroad Administration in April 2003

with intentions due by July 10t and applications due in September 2009, and

WHEREAS, implementation of High-Speed Infercily Passenger Rail System will greatly benefit all of the citizens of, and visitors
to Florida, and is nesded in arder to relieve traffic congestion, provide fransportation opportunities, finkages fo Amirack and

provide a relief for intrastate mobifity; and

WHEREAS, High-Speed Intercify Passenger Rail Sysiem will become an integral part of Florida’s balanced transperiation
system and, with concurrent development of improvements io roadways and bus fransit, will greally enhance the mobility of the

traveling public; and

WHEREAS, the President of the United States, Barack Obama; and the Secretary of the United States Department of
Transportation, Rey LaHood; and Congressman John Mica and Congresswoman Corrine Brown are working in supperi of a

High-Speed Infercity Passenger Rai Sysiem;, and

WHEREAS, the U.S. Department of Transporiation/Federal Raflroad Administration has designated 13 major comidors for
notential High-Spesd Infercify Passenger Rail and the Florida Cormidor comprises Orlando, Tampa and Miami; and

WHEREAS, the U.S. Department of Transporiaion/Federal Rafiroad Administration has estabiished that Parinerships and
Regional Connectivity are significant elements for selection; and that the Federal Transit Administration (FTA) has made
significant investments in regional transportation in Southeast Florida through the South Florida Regional Transporiation

Authority (SFRTA); and

WHEREAS, it is more critical than ever to provide the fraveling public with fransportation altemnatives as gascling prices
fluctuate witdly 2nd new federal air quaiity standards for ozone put the Fiorida at risk of being declared & non-atiainment area

which could rasult in sanctions being imposed; and

WHEREAS. High-Speed Infarcity Passenger Rail System will support the effort of Govemor Crist's Energy and Climate Change
Action Plan, established by Executive Order 07-128, with ambitious goals for reducing statewide green house gas emissions.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE T RESOLVED that the Greater Miami Chamber of Commerce supporis the design, construction and
implementation of a High-Speed Intercity Passenger Rail Sysfem in Florida; and

AND BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Greater Miami Chamber of Commerce shall work in concert with Tampa Bay
Partnership and Central Florida Parnership o help secure a High-Speed Intercify Passenger Raif System for Florida that
inciudes Miami, Tampa and Oriando.

Approved on this 1s'day of July, 2009

DL |

Bruce Jay Cojfan’ Barry £. Johnson
Greater Miami Chamber of Commerce Chairman Greater Miami Chamber of Commerce President & CEQ
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BREATIR MIAM] CONVENTION § VSTIGRS BUNSAL

701 Brickell Avenue
Suite 2700
Miami, FL 33131 USA

[(309) 539-3000
MiamiandBeaches.com

RESOLUTION OF SUPPORT
REGARDING A HIGH-SPEED INTERCITY PASSENGER RAIL

WHEREAS, the Greater Miami Convention & Visitors Bureau with more than 1,100
members, is a regionally focused, activist Convention & Visitors Bureau that promotes
sustainable economic vitality and guality of life in Miami-Dade County and works fo
promote the Hospitality and Tourism industry; and

WHEREAS, a multi-modal regional transportation system will contribute significantly
to enhancing the vitality, quality of life and positive community reputation of Florida;
and

WHEREAS, the Greater Miami Convention & Visitors Bureau is aware the Florida
Department of Transportation (FDOT) in partnership with the U.S. Department of
Transportation is undertaking the development of a High-Speed Intercity Passenger
Rail Systerm as outlined in the High-Speed Rail Strategic Plan published by the
Federai Railroad Administration in April 2009 with intentions due by July 40" and
applications due in September 2009; and

WHEREAS, implementation of High-Speed Infercity Passenger Rail System will
greatly benefit afl of the citizens of, and visitors to Florida, and is needed in order to
relieve traffic congestion, provide transportation oppertunities, linkages to Amtrack
and provide a relief for intrastate mobility; and '

WHEREAS, High-Speed Intercity Passenger Rail Sysfem will become an integral part
of Florida's balanced transportation system and, with concurrent development of
improvements to roadways and bus fransit, will greatly enhance the mobility of the
traveling public; and

WHEREAS, the President of the United States, Barack Obama; and the Sacretary of
the United States Depariment of Transportation, Ray LaHood,; and Congressman
John Mica and Congresswoman Corrine Brown are working in support of a High-
Speed Intercity Passenger Rail Sysfem, and

WHEREAS, the U. S. Department of Transportation/Federal Railroad Administration
has designated 11 maijor corridors for potential High-Speed Infercity Passenger Rail
Systern and the Florida Corridor comprises Oriando, Tampa and Miami; and

WHEREAS, the U. S. Department of Transportation/Federal Raifroad Administration
has established that Partnerships and Regional Connectivity are significant elements
for selection; and that the Federal Transit Administration (FTA) has made significant
investments in regional transportation in Southeast Florida through the South Florida
Regional Transportation authority (SFRTA); and

WHEREAS, it is more critical than ever to provide the traveling public with
transportation alternatives as gasofine prices fluctuate wildly and new federal air
gualily standards for ozone put Florida at risk of being declared a non-attainment area
which could resuit in sanctions being imposed; and

WHEREAS, High-Speed Intercity Passenger Rail System will support the effor of
Governor Crist's Energy and Climate Change Action Plan, established by Executive
Order 07-128, with ambitious goals for reducing statewide green house gas
emissions.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Greater Miami Convention &
Visitors Bureau supports the dasign, construction and implementation of a High-
Speed Infercity Passenger Rail System in Florida; and

AND BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Greater Miami Convention & Visitors
Bureau shall work in conceri with Tampa Bay Partnership and Ceniraf Florida
Partnership to help secure a High-Speed Intercity Passenger Rail System for Florida
that includes Miami, Tampa and Orlando.

Approved on this 26" day of September 2009.

Tt TS, P2l d- T

Gene Prescott William D. Talbert, {1, COME
Chairman President & CEQ

Greater Miami Convention & Visitors Greater Miami Convention & Visitors
Bureau Bureau




RESOLUTION

WHEREAS, the President and Congress of the United States have enacted the American
Recovery and Reinvestment Act (ARRA) and the Passenger Rail Investment and Improvement Act of
2008 which will make at least $13 billion dollars available for high speed rail and intercity rail
passenger service in the next five years, $8 billion dollars which is available under the ARRA for

“shovel ready” high speed rail projects; and

WHEREAS, in 1992, the Tampa-Orlando-Miami corridor was designated as the Florida high
speed rail corridor and one of our Nation’s ten national high speed rail corridors; and

WHEREAS, the Florida high speed rail corridor would provide service to 12.7 million
Floridians, serving major urban counties with an overall average population density of 1,165 persons
per square mile, equating to over 35,000 people per linear mile; and

WHEREAS, Florida can design, construct and commence operation of America’s fastest high
speed rail system in the Orlando-Tampa corridor for less cost per mile and provide more Americans
with greater exposure to true high speed rail than any project in the Nation; and

WHEREAS, development of high speed rail in the Orlando-Tampa corridor would connect
a super-region with over 6.8 million citizens, two international airports with over 51 million
passengers and tourist destinations that attract over 50 million visitors annually, all of which are
served primarily by a single six-lane highway; and

WHEREAS, to date, as a result of several major studies and procurement processes costing
over $10 million dollars, Florida also has identified two practical alternative corridors for the
development of high speed rail service between Orlando and Miami; and

WHEREAS, the Orlando-Miami segment would provide connections to an additional 6 million
people, two international airports with over 55 million annual passengers and three major scaports with
over 8 million annual cruise ship passengers; and

_ WHEREAS, establishing long-distance traditional speed inter-city rail service between
Jacksonville and Miami would link an additional 1.3 million Floridians to the Florida high speed rail
corridor; and

WHEREAS, the combined projects establish a cost-effective foundation for commencing and
developing high speed and inter-city rail service in Florida that would provide effective service to 14
million Floridians or approximately 76% of Florida’s residents; and

2918 W. Kennedy Blvd. Tampa, FL 33609 » (813} 879-7010 < Fax # (813) 879-8977




WHEREAS, Florida has consistently been a donor to the federal trust fund for highway and
transit dollars with Florida receiving less than 30 cents back for each transit dollar it generates,
receiving the lowest per capita amounts of federal transportation stimulus dollars of any state in the
nation; and

WHEREAS, Florida is projected to experience higher levels of unemployment with a
disproportionately higher impact on Florida’s building trades and the development of the proposed
corridors would create over 25,000 permanent jobs and tens of thousands of construction jobs; and

WHEREAS, the development of high speed rail and intercity rail in Florida will catalyze the
development of strong regional and local light rail, commuter rail and bus transit systems, reduce
congestion and air pollution and will promote better growth management; and

WHEREAS, federal funding of Florida’s Tampa-Orlando-Miami high speed rail and
Jacksonville to Miami inter-city rail applications would meet the goals and objectives of President
Obama and the U.S. Congress, providing greater funding equity to Florida, create jobs and lay a new
foundation for economic prosperity.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Greater Tampa Association of
REALTORS®, Inc. does hereby support and urge President Obama, U.S. Transportation Secretary Ray
LaHood and Federal Railroad Administrator Joseph C. Szabo to fully fund Florida’s applications.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Greater Tampa Association of REALTORS®, Inc.
does hereby urge and request that all members of Florida’s Congressional delegation support
Florida’s high speed and inter-city rail applications.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Greater Tampa Association of REALTORS®, Inc.
does hereby urge and request that the Florida Legislature enthusiastically support Florida’s high speed
and inter-city rail applications and take all reasonable and prudent steps to maximize Florida’s ability
to qualify for these federal funds.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that on this 21* dag of September, 2009 the Board of
Directors of the Greater Tampa Association of REALTORS™, Inc. unanimously voted to support the

Florida high speed rail project.

%//@W

Jack Rodriguez, 2009 President CJ
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CHAMBER OF COMMERCE

August 24, 2009

Secretary Ray LaHood

U.S. Department of Transportation
1200 New Jersey Ave, SE
Washington, DC 20590

Dear Secretary LaHood:

The Greater Tampa Chamber of Commerce fully supports High Speed Rail connecting
Tampa-Orlando-Miami. We feel strongly that working together to obtain funding for the
project through the federal stimulus is an urgent matter that will provide for an inclusive
and unified voice for bringing High Speed Rail to Florida.

We are in full support of the state of Florida’s Track 1B application for 530 million to the
proposed Orlando-Miami High Speed Rail to conduct Preliminary Engineering and
NEPA Environmental studies. This is the complimentary application to Florida’s Track 2
application to construct the Orlando-Tampa segment of the Florida High Speed Rail
corridor application on October 2, 2009, which we likewise support.

The Greater Tampa Chamber of Commerce understands the need to provide transit
solutions and believes that this is an important piece in helping those businesses in our
super-region and around the state. This project is of vital economic importance due to its
ability to create jobs across Florida, spurring the prosperity that our state so desperately
needs during this recession.

‘The Greater Tampa Chamber of Commerce also knows how important High Speed Rail
is to the success of TBARTA, SunRail, and TriRail and to the future of all state multi-
modal transportation systems. We believe in regional mobility initiatives that move goods
and people while maintaining the integrity of the area.

We al] share the same core beliefs about our future and how our regions are stronger
together. This is why the Greater Tampa Chamber of Commerce will continue to pledge

its support for High Speed Rail in Florida.

We sincerely hope that we can work together to make this a reality for our state.

Sincere / | y //,i %'/M

Henry Gonzalez, [II, Chair Robert J. Rohrlack Jr., CEcD
(Bank of Tampa) President and CEO

LR -
TR Y LMY
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A RESOLUTION OF SUPPORT REGARDING A HIGH-SPEED INTERCITY PASSENGER RAIL

WHEREAS, the Haines City Economic Pevelopment Council is committed to improving the
economy and quality of life for residents in Central Florida; and

WHEREAS, a multi-modal regional transportation system will contribute significantly to
enhancing the vitality, quality of life and positive community reputation of the Central Florida
Region: and

WHEREAS, the Haines City Economic Development Council is aware the Florida DPepartment of
Transportation (FDOT) in partnership with the U.S. Department of Transportation is
undertaking the development of a High-Speed intercity Passenger Rail System as outlined in the
High-Speed Rail Strategic Plan published by the Federal Railroad Administration in April 2009;
and

WHEREAS, implementation of High-Speed Intercity Passenger Rail System will greatly benefit all
of the citizens of, and visitors to the Centrat Florida Region, and is needed in order to retieve
traffic congestion, provide transportation opportunities and provide a relief for -4 traffic; and

WHEREAS, High-Speed Intercity Passenger Rail System will become an integral part of Central
Florida’s balanced transportation system and, with concurrent development of improvements
to roadways and bus transit, will greatly enhance the mobility of the traveting public; and

WHEREAS, it is more critical than ever to provide the traveling public with transportation
alternatives as gasoline prices are volatile and new federal air quatity standards for ozone put
the Central Florida Region at risk of being declared a non-attainment area which could result in
sanctions being imposed; and

WHERFAS, High-Speed Intercity Passenger Rail System will support the effort of Florida’s
Energy and Climate Change Action Plan, established by Executive Order (7-128, with ambitious
goals for reducing statewide green house gas emissions.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Haines City Economic Development Council
supports the design, construction and implementation of High-Speed Intercity Passenger Rail
System in the Central Florida Region; and

AND BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Haines City Economic Development

is requested to work in concert with the Central Florida Development Council, Central Florida
Partnership and Tampa Bay Partnership along with Chairman Lee Chira and the Florida High-
Speed Rail Authority (FHSRA); to help secure a High-Speed Intercity Passenger Rail System from
Tampa to Ortando with at least one stop in Polk County ; and

AND BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Haines City Economic Development Council
recommends that additional evaluation should be made in consideration of the tocation of the
Polk County rail stop alternatives to ensure the stop leverages our economic develepment
initiatives and assures an accessible location that will service the entire County.

APROVED AND ADOPTED by the Haines City Economic Development Council this 9th day of
September 2009,
Signed this 9th day of September 2009.

2009 Chairman
Kathy A. Prince
Haines City Economic Development Council
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RESOLUTION NO, R09-135

A RESOLUTION URGING FLORIDA’S
CONGRESSIONAL DELEGATION AND THE
FLORIDA LEGISLATURE TO SUPPORT
FLORIDA’S HIGH SPEED AND INNER- CITY
RAIL APPLICATIONS; PROVIDING AN
EFFECTIVE DATE.

Upon motion by Commissioner __ Norman , seconded by

Commissioner White , the following resolution was adopted by a

voteof 5 to 0 ; Commissioners voting "NO."

WHEREAS, in 1992, the Tampa-Orlando-Miami corridor was designated as the
Florida High Speed rail corridor as one of our nation’s ten national high speed ratl

corridors; and

WHEREAS, the Florida High Speed rail corridor would provide service to 12.7
million Floridians, equating to over 35,000 people per linear mile, and serving major
urban counties with an overall average population density of 1,165 persons per square

mile, and

WHEREAS, Florida can design, construct and commence operation of America’s
fastest High Speed rail system in the Orlando-Tampa corridor for less cost per mile and
provide more Americans with greater exposure to true high speed rail than any project in

the nation; and

WHEREAS, development of high speed rail in the Orlando-Tampa corridor
would connect a super-region with over 6.8 million citizens, two international airports
with over 51 million passengers and tourist destinations that attract over 65 million
visitors annually, all of which are served principally and primarily by a single six lane

highway; and

WHEREAS, the State of Florida and AmTrak also plan to apply for funding to
establish long-distance traditional speed inter-city rail service between Jacksonville and

Miami along the FEC and South Florida Rail Corridors, which would provide twice-a-




day and link an additional 1.3 million Floridians to the Florida High Speed Rail corridor;

and

WHEREAS, the combined projects establish a cost-effective foundation for
commencing and developing high speed and inter-city rail service in Florida that would
provide effective service to 14 million Floridians or approximately 76% of Florida’s

residents; and

WHEREAS, Florida has consistently been a donor to the federal trust fund for
highway and transit dollars with Florida receiving less than 30 cents back for each transit
dollar it generates, receiving the lowest per capita amounts of federal transportation

stimulus dollars of any state in the nation; and

WHEREAS, Florida is projected to experience higher levels of unemployment
with a disproportionately higher impact on Florida’s building trades and the development
of the proposed corridors would create over 25,000 permanent jobs and tens of thousands

of construction jobs; and

WHEREAS, the development of high speed rail and intercity rail in Florida will
catalyze the development of strong regional and local rail and bus transit systems, reduce

congestion and air pollution and will promote better growth management; and

WHEREAS, a historic coalition of economic development organizations,
~ chambers of commerce, businesses, labor unions, growth management and environmental

organizations have united to support Florida’s high speed rail applications; and

WHEREAS, federal funding of Florida’s Tampa-Orlando-Miami high speed rail
and Jacksonville to Miami inter-city rail applications would meet the goals and objectives
of President Obama and the U.S. Congress, providing greater funding equity to Florida,

create jobs and lay a new foundation for economic prosperity.

WHEREAS, Hillsborough Céunty and the City of Tampa would benefit as the

terminus for an east-west high speed rail corridor which would enhance the [-4 Corridor;

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that Hillsborough County Board of

County Commissioners hereby supports and urge President Obama, U.S. Transportation

2




Secretary Ray LaHood and Federal Railroad Administrator Joseph C. Szabo to fully fund
Florida’s Track 2 application for $2.5 billion for design and construction of the Orlando-

Tampa corridor and $70 million for design and construction of the Jacksonville to Miami

Amirak inter-city service.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Hillsborough County Board of County
Commissioners hereby urges and requests that all members of Florida’s Congressional

delegation support Florida’s high speed and inter-city rail applications.

BE. IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Hillsborough County Board of County
Commissioners does hereby urge and request that the Florida Legislature enthusiastically
support Florida’s high speed and inter-city rail applications and take all reasonable and

prudent steps to maximize Florida’s ability to qualify for these federal funds.

STATE OF FLORIDA
COUNTY OF HILLSBOROUGH

I, Pat Frank, Clerk of the Circuit Court and Ex-Officio Clerk of the Board of
County Commissioners, do hereby certify that the above and foregoing resolution is a
true and correct copy of a resolution adopted by the Board of County Commissioners of
Hilisborough County, Florida, in its regular public meeting qpctober 7, 2002 same
appears on record in Minute Book 401 of the Public Records of Hillsborough County,

Florida.

WITNESS my hand and official seal this 8th day of October 2009

PAT FRANK, CLERK ‘
by Meviny s 1Ptler”
Deputy Clerk

Approved as to form and legality.

sy Nawu Nelem Fauin

Asmstant@aunty Attorney

64954774, doc
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August 4, 2009

Ms. Debbie Hunt

Florida Department of Transportation
605 Suwannee Street

Tallahassee, FL 32399

Dear Ms. Hunt,

The Hillsborough County Metropolitan Planning Organization
(MPO) would like to express support for the major effort you are
undertaking to apply for federal funding for High Speed Rail
(HSR) for Florida. We have supported the H5R connection
between Tampa and Orlando as an integral part of regional
transportation plans for many years and continue to want to take a
proactive role in bringing this important project to fruition.

We would also like to reiterate our request for a representative 1o
attend the joint meeting of the boards of the Hillsborough County
ard Pinellas County MPOs, to be held on September 22, 2000 at
G:00 AM. The mecting will be held in the Planning Commission
boardroom located at 601 E. Kennedy Boulevard, 18% Floor. Public
transportation connections across county lines will be discussed at
this meeting as both MPOs are currently updating their Long
Range Transportation FPlans.

We also support the findings of the Final Environmental Impact
Statement (FEIS) for the Tampa to Orlando HSR in its
recommended station location for the Lakeland area. The FEIS
states that the preferred station to serve the Polk County/City of
Lakeland area is in the northwest quadrant of the Polk Parkway/1-
4 interchange. Statien locations farther east were evaluated and
dismissed for a variety of reasons, including madequate width of
the [-4 median to accommodate a station platiorm; the HSR
alignment would actually have to deviate from and return to the [-
4 median at these easterly locations. The preferred station focation
at the 1-4/Polk Parkway interchange niot only does not have this
disadvantage, it also reaches an additional travel market in Plant
City. By locating the station is this area, it can serve both counties
and also provide an opportunity tor the rapidly growing eastern

Cooperative Tomprehensha Mult-Moads! Transoottation Plaaning for Hitkiboreugh County, Flonda




Hillsborough County area to have access to HSR in a conventent
location. This station could provide the oppaortunity for H5R
connections from this area o both downtown Tampa and the
Orlando area.

The Hillsborough MPO would request that vou strongly consider
our position as part of an overall strategy of working with long
range fransportation decisions that we are making as part of our
Long Range Transportation Plan which includes light rail,
commuter rail, and express bus. We are working with the Tampa
Bay Area Regional Transportation Authority (1BARTA) and the
Hillsborough Area Regional Transit Authority (HART), as well ag
the District 7 office of FDOT to develop a plan that will serve our
region in an efficient way, taking advantage of the coordination of
all forms of transportation including HSR.

Thank you for your consideration.
Sincerely,

Ll G
e

loe Affront, Sr.,
Chatrman

cc: Nazih Haddad
MPO Members
Stephanie C. Kopelousos, FDOT Secretary
Tampa City Council
Plant City Commission
Hillsborough County BOCC
City of Temple Torrace
Bruce P. Cury, Chair, Planning Commission




DOUGLAS B. THOMAS
CiTY MANAGER

City of

LAKELAND

September 14, 20098

Ms. Stephanie C. Kopelousos, Secretary
Florida Department of Transportation
605 Suwannee Street

Tallahassee, Fiorida 32389-0450

Dear Secretary Kopelousos:

On behalf of the Lakeland Mayor & City Commission, | am pleased to enclose a certified
Resolution of support for the Florida Department of Transportation’s formal application to the
Federal Railroad Administration for funding of the proposed High Speed Passenger Rail
System. As you are aware, the City of Lakeland has been a long-time supporter for a Florida
High Speed Raijl system, especially along the 1-4 corridor in cur collective efforts to enhance
regional connectivity. Please know that we stand ready to assist the Florida Department of
Transportation in any and all manners to see this project becoms a reality which will greatly

bensefit all of Florida’s citizens and visitors!

We look forward to tracking the progress of Florida's High Speed Rail application with the
Federal Raifroad Administration and please do not hesitate fo contact me in the event we can

provide any additional support for this outstanding endeavor.

Very truly yours,

B S

Douglas B. Thomas

City Manager

fjms

Enclosure

xc: US Senator Bill Nelson Lakeiand Mayor & City Commission
US Senator George LeMieux Polk County Board of County Commissioners
Congressman Adam Putnam Stan Cann, FCOT District 1 Secretary

Debbie Hunt, FDOT Assistant Secretary for Intermodal Develepment
Nazih Haddad, P.E., FDOT Manager, Passenger Rall Development
Kathleen Munson, President, Lakeland Area Chamber of Commerce
Ed Turanchik, President, Connactls

Stuart Rogel, President & CEO, Tampa Bay Partnership

Jacob Stuart, President & CEQ, Central Flerida Partnership

Congresswoman Ginny Brown-Waite
Senator J.D. Alexander

Senator Paula Dockery

Senator Ronda Storms
Representative Mike Horner
Representative Seih MeKeel
Representative Kelli Stargel
Represemtative Baxter Troutman
Representative John Wood

228 8. Massachusetts Avenue ** Lakeland, Florida 33801-5086
Phone 863/834-6000 ++» www.lakelandgov.net




RESOLUTION NO. 4778
PROPOSED RESOLUTION NO. 09-044

A RESCLUTION RELATING TO FLORIDA’S PROPOSED HIGH-
SPEED PASSENGER RAIL SYSTEM; EXPRESSING SUPPORT
FOR THE STATE OF FLORIDA'S FEDERAL FUNDING
APPLICATION TO THE FEDERAL RAILROAD
ADMINISTRATION; RECOMMENDING A LAKELAND STATION
WITHIN THE SYSTEM; PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE.

WHEREAS, the President of the United States has announced a strategic
plan for the development of a national high speed rail network and is soliciting
applications from ten high priority regional corridors, including the “Florida
Corridor”, to compete for an $8 billion funding allocation through the American
Recovery and Reinvestment Act (ARRA) of 2009; and

WHEREAS, in 2003 the appointed Florida High-Speed Rail Authority (the
Authority) completed its evaluation of the best system and alignment for a high-
speed rail corridor located along the median of Interstate 4 and linking the Tampa
Bay and Orlando Metropolitan Areas with a stop in Lakeland, which has the
highest concentration of municipal population and employment in Polk County;

and

WHEREAS, the Florida Department of Transportation will submit an
application to the Federal Railroad Administration that will initially request funding
for the construction of a Phase | High Speed Passenger Rail System between
Tampa and Orlando as a "shovel-ready” project based upon previous planning
and environmental work associated with the National Environmental Protection

Act (NEPA) process; and

WHEREAS, implementation of a High Speed Passenger Rail System will
greatly benefit all of the citizens of, and visitors to the Central Florida Region, and
is needed to relieve traffic congestion, provide regional transportation
opportunities and provide a relief for Interstate 4 traffic; and

- WHEREAS, the geography along the proposed Tampa-Orlando-Miami
corridor is extremely well suited for a high speed rail system in lieu of costly
unfunded transportation needs along Interstate 4 and Interstate 95; and




w477 8

WHEREAS, the Florida Department of Transportation has preserved the
median of the Interstate 4 corridor for a High Speed Passenger Rail System
allowing it to be offered as an “in kind" contribution vaiued at $1 billion; and

WHEREAS, the High Speed Passenger Raii System will become an
integral part of Central Fiorida's balanced transportation system with concurrent
development of improvements to roadways, bus transit and regional
commuter/intercity rail systems which will greatly improve the mobility of the

traveling public; and

WHEREAS, Florida’s Central Florida Super Region comprised of 8.5
million people, coupled with the State’s large tourist population base {estimated
at 84 million people in 2008) is expected to positively impact anticipated ridership
numbers on the High Speed Passenger Rail System, especially given direct
linkage to the Orlando international Airport and connectivity to Central Florida

attractions; and

WHEREAS, the adopted Lakeland Comprehensive Plan 2000-2010
includes policies that anticipate the selection of a High Speed Passenger Rail
station location within the City of Lakeland; and

WHEREAS, the Florida Department of Transportation and its project
consultant team have contacted the City to inguire about changes that have
occurred along Interstate 4 in Lakeland since the completion of the Authority's
original environmental and engineering analyses of the Tampa to Orlando
corridor; and

WHEREAS, recent and pending land development aclivity along the
Interstate 4 corridor in Lakeland provide cpportunities for the evaluation of
multiple station sites for public-private partnerships and coordination of transit
oriented development and related land uses in support of High Speed Passenger
Rail and planned regional mass transportation services.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE CITY COMMISSION
OF THE CITY OF LAKELAND, FLORIDA:
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SECTION 1: The faregoing findings are hereby adopted and incorporated
herein.

SECTION 2: The City of Lakeland reaffirms its support for the
establishment of the State of Florida proposed High Speed Passenger Rail

System.

SECTION 3: Phase ! of the Florida High Speed Passenger Rail System
proposed along the Interstate 4 Corridor between Tampa and Orfando
emphasizes the importance of a station location in the City of Lakeland as Polk

County's largest population center.

SECTION 4: Future consideration of potential rail station sites in the City
of Lakeland should include an evaluation of the following attributes:

A. Site access via existing and proposed local transi; servzces o
offered by the Lakeland Area Mass Transit DlstncL ‘and phnned'
regional services operated by the Polk Transit Authonty, Tampa .
Bay Area Regional Transportation Authority and Gentra! F@nda k
Regional Transportation Authority (LYNX) and/or oﬁ*er entmes -

B. Proximity to areas with the greatest densities of pcpu]af;on,-
employment, medical/health care facilities, educational and
training facilities and recreational/cultural attractions.

- C. Consideration of existing and planned roadway and other
intermodal capacity expansion projects.

D. Opportunities for direct connections to planned premium transit
services identified in the Polk County 2030 Long-Range
Transportation Plan, inciuding “bus rapid transit service” on US
08 between Interstate 4 and Bartow, express bus service on
Interstate 4 between Osceola County and Hillsborough County;
and fixed-route circulator service in the North Lakeland area.

E. Connectivity to proposed commuter and fight rail services in
both Tampa and Orlando areas.

SECTION 4: This resolution shall take effect immediately upon its

passage.
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PASSED AND CERTIFIED AS TO PASSAGE this 8th day of September,
A.D. 2009.

ATTEST: y ‘
KELLY §. KOOS, CITY CLERK
APPROVED AS TO FORM AND CORRECTNESS: &A@'ﬁ'&\

TIMOTHY J. McCAUSLAND
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LAKELAND AREA MASS TRANSIT DISTRICT

RESOLUTION NO. 09-02

A RESCLUTION OF THE LAKELAND AREA MASS TRANSIT DISTRICT
1M SUPPORT OF THE FLORIDA HIGH SPEED RAIL
PROGRAM GRANT APPLICATION

WHEREAS, the Lakeland Area Mass Transit District is committed to expanding transit in the District
and Polk County; and

WHEREAS, the takeland Area Mass Transit District’s Citrus Connection Transit System has been
serving the Lakeland area for twenty-seven years with routes connecting citizens and visitors to
established residential, business, industry, and hospitality locations adjacent to the -4 corridor and

in the path of a planned High Speed Rail station; and

WHEREAS, to accommodate future growth, the takeland Area Mass Transit District will connect
with High Speed Rail by working with other county, regional, state, and federal agencies to plan an
adequate network of multi-modal transit to serve the High Spead Rail; and

WHEREAS, a multi-modal regional transportation system including High Speed Rail will contribute
significantly to enhancing the vitality, quality of life, and transit supportive development of the
Lakeland Area Mass Transit District, Polk County and the Central Florida Region; and

WHEREAS, implementation of the Florida High Speed Rail Progrém will greatly benefit all of the
citizens of, and visitors to Lakeland, Polk County, and the Central Florida Region, and i5 needed to
reduce greenhouse gas emissions, reduce fuel consumption, relieve traffic congestion, and provide

transportation opportunities; and
WHEREAS, implementation of the shovel ready Tampa to Orlando High Speed Rail will provide

timely visibility to the value of a Nationwide High Spead Rail system to move citizens from city-to-
city, state-to-state, and reduce the travel time and cost associated with other land and air

transportation modes,
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the LAKFLAND AREA MASS TRANSIT DISTRICT supports the
grant application, by Florida Department of Transportation, for funding of the Florida High Speed

Rail Program through the High Speed Intercity Passenger Rail (HSIPR) Program so that construction
of the Tampa-Orlando corridor and design and construction of the Orlando-Miami corrider may

commence in 2011
OASSED AND CERTIFIED AS TO PASSAGE this 21st day of Septem ber, A.D,, 2009,

LAKELAND AREA MASS TRANSIT DISTRICT
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Attorney for District 7




RESOLUTION

A RESOLUTION OF THE LAKELAND AREA CHAMBER OF COMMERCE IN
SUPPORT OF HIGH-SPEED INTERCITY PASSENGER RAIL

WHEREAS, the Lakeland Area Chamber of Commerce, representing its 1,900 member
businesses, is committed to serve as a catalyst for the advancement of Lakeland’s economic

growth and enhancement of quality of life; and

WHEREAS, the Lakeland Area Chamber of Commerce, is committed to be a leading
organization dedicated to creating a climate where business can prosper; and

WHEREAS, a multi-modal regional transportation system including High Speed Rail will
contribute significantly to enhancing the vitality, quality of life and positive community
reputation of Polk County and the Central Florida Region; and

WHEREAS, the Lakeland Area Chamber of Commerce is aware that the Florida
Department of Transportation (FDOT) in partnership with the U.S. Department of
Transportation is undertaking the development of a High-Speed Intercity Passenger Rail
System as outlined in the High-Speed Rail Strategic Plan published by the Federal Railroad
Administration in April 2009; and

WHEREAS, the Lakeland Area Chamber of Commerce is aware that the Florida
Department of Transportation (FDOT) in partnership with the U.S. Department of
Transportation is undertaking the development of a High-Speed Intercity Passenger Rail
System as outlined in the High-Speed Rail Strategic Plan published by the Federal Railroad
Administration in April 2009, and

WHEREAS, implementation of High-Speed Intercity Passenger Rail System will greatly
benefit all of the citizens of, and visitors to, the Central Florida Region, and is needed in order
to relieve traffic congestion, provide transportation opportunities and provide a relief for |-4
traffic; and

WHEREAS, High-Speed Intercity Passenger Rail System will become an integral part of
Central Florida’s balanced transportation system and, with concurrent development of
improvements to roadways, bus transit and regional commuter/intercity rail, will greatly
enhance the mobility of the traveling public; and




WHEREAS, the President of the United States, Barack Obama; the Secretary of the
United States Department of Transportation, Ray LaHood; and many political entities in the
State of Florida are working in support of a High-Speed Intercity Passenger Rail System; and

WHEREAS, it is more critical than ever to provide the traveling public with
transportation alternatives as gasoline prices are volatile and new federal air quality standards
for ozone put the Central Florida Region at risk of being declared a non-attainment area which
could result in sanctions being imposed; and

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Lakeland Area Chamber of
Commerce supports the design, construction and implementation of the High-Speed Intercity
Passenger Rail system in the Central Florida Region; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Lakeland Area Chamber of Commerce supports
the construction of a stop that best serves the populations of the City of Lakeiand and Polk

County.

ADOPTED BY THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS OF THE LAKELAND AREA CHAMBER OF
COMMERCE this 26th day of August, 2008.
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i ANU SAXENA
2009 CHAIRMAN OF THE BOARD

WMJ W/LWL/)M

\ KATHLEEN L. MUNSON,
PRESIDENT




A COMMUNITY FOR LIFE

Mayor and Council
Douglas T. Kinson, Mayor
Bev Reponen, Yice-Mayor
Philip F. Bonus
Jeff S. Flowers, Ph.D,
Linda I Frosch, Esg

g City Manager

Jarnes 5. Wiiliams, PE.
407 539-6282
Fax 207 539-6882

Assistant

I City Manager

& Wm. Brian Jones

407 539-5291
Fax 407 539-6282

City Clerk
Marig Waldrop
407 539-6219

fax 407 539-6282

Community
Development
Director

Richard W. Wells, AICP
407 539-6212

Fax 407 539-6875

CRA Director
Ver Emrick

407 535-1955

Fax 07 539-5882

Management Services
Director

B Sharon Anselmo, CPA

407 536-6201
fax 407 539-6¥62

Fire Chief
Kenneth J. Neuhard
A7 5395000

Fax 407 599-0858

Parks And Recreation
Leisure Services
Director

Chuick Jordan

407 535-6964

Fax 407-535-6982

Police Chief
Doudlas M. Ball
407 5306242

Fax 407 539-2712

Public Works
Director

Rick Lemke, PE., RT.O.E,
447 538-0852

fax 407 660-1877

August 11, 2009

Ms. Noranne Downs
District 5 Secretary

Florida Department of Transportation Recoived

1719 S. Woodland Boulevard AUG 1 o~

Deland, Florida 32726 3 2008
D8 Execuiive suie

Re:  SunRail Funding Support

High Speed Rail Support
Dear Ms. Downs:

This letter is provided to reiterate our commitiment to the SunRail project
and to support the Application for High Speed Intercity Passenger Rail
Track 1 Funding of the Florida Department of Transportation for right-
off-way acquisition for the 61.5 mile corridor that will facilitate intercity
rail travel.

Further, the City of Maitland supports the Florida Department of
Transportation Track 2 Application for Funding the Florida High Speed
Rail Program (connecting Tampa, Orlando, and Miami); and the Florida
Department of Transportation Track 2 Application for Funding Amirak
Service between Jacksonville and Miami on Florida’'s East Coast
Railroad through the High Speed Intercity Rail Program.

All three of these systems will become an infegral part of Florida’s
balanced transportation system and, with concurrent development of
improvements to other passenger rail and bus transit, will greatly
enhance the mobility of the traveling public within Florida.

The City of Maitland is commitied to championing multi-modal
transportation systems throughout all of Florida that will coniribute
significantly to enhancing the vitality and qualily of tife for all those who
live in and visit Florida.

If we can be of any assigianee-duzi
~free to cotagt s, -

1g the application period, please feel

City of MAITLAND * 1778 Independence Lane ¢ Maitlend, florida 32757 » wwwiitsmymaitiand.com




' Manatee
¥/ Y CHAMBER of
COMMERCE

Strangthening Your Business and Our Communily
National Chamber of the Year

REsul“T' 0" Three-Time Winner Florida Ghamber of the Year

A RESOLUTION OF SUPPORT REGARDING
HIGH-SPEED PASSENGER RAIL PROJECT PROPOSAL

WHEREAS, the Manatee Chamber is committed to imprbving the economy and quality of life for our residents; and

WHEREAS, the Manatee Chamber of Commerce is aware the Florida Depariment of Transportation (FDOT) in partnership with the
U.8. Department of Transportation is undertaking the development a High-Speed Intercity Passenger Rail System as outlined in the
High-Speed Rail Strategic Plan published by the Federal Railroad Administration in April 2009; and

WHEREAS, implementation of a High-Speed Intercity Passenger Rail System is needed in order to relieve traffic congestion, provide a
multi-modal transportation system and provide a relief for i-4 traffic; and

WHEREAS, a High-Speed Rall Intercity Passenger Rail System will become an integral part of Florida’'s balanced transpartation
system and, with concurrent development of improvements to roadways and bus transit will greatly enhance the mobility of ihe

traveling public; and

WHEREAS, it is more crifical than ever fo provide the traveling public with iransportation alfernatives as gasoline prices are volatile
and new federal air quality standards for ozone put several regions in Florida including Manatee County at risk of being declared non-

attainment areas which could result in sanctions being imposed; and

WHEREAS, High-Speed Intercity Passenger Rail System will support the effort of Governor Crist's Energy and Climate Change Action
Plan, established by Executive Order 07-128, with ambitious goals for reducing statewide green house gas emissions.

NOW THEREFORE, IT IS RESOLVED that the Manatee Chamber of Commerce suppoits the design, construction and
implementation of High-Speed Intercity Passenger Rait System in the Central Florida Region;

AND BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Manatee Chamber of Commerce is requested o work in concert with the Tampa Bay
Partnership along with the Florida High-Speed Rail Authority (FHSRA); to help secure a High-Speed Intercity Passenger Rall System

from Tampa to Ordando.

I certify the Board of Directors duly adopted this Resolution on the 25% day of August 2009.

MANATEE CHAMBER OF COMMERCE

By: ’qut(_, O;M./%CB/

Hs: Chainnan of the Board

PO. Box 321, Bradenton, FL 34206-0321 » (941) 748-3411 o Fax: (941) 745-1877 » www. ManatceChamber.com o E-Mail: info@ManateeChamber.com
Downiovn Bradenton Office: 222 10th Street West, Bradenton, FL 34205 + Lakewaod Ranch Office at the McClire Center: 4215 Concept Court, Bradenton, Fl. 34211

Thank You io the Top-Leve! Supporters of Qur Capital Campaign:
Pan and Corrivie MeChare » Schroeder-Manaiee Ranch, Inc. » NDC Construction » Neal Communities « Whitney Bank « John Jackson




‘W UILDERS
P J8 ssociaTion
| | VIETRO ORLANDO

Home Builders Are Community Builders

A Resolution Of The Home Builders Association of Metro Orlando supporting
Florida High Speed Rail

WHEREAS, the Home Builders Association of Metro Orlando is committed to championing
a multi-modal regional transportation system; and

WHER_EAS, a multi-modal regional transportation system will contribute significantly to
enhancing the vitality, quality of life and positive community reputation of the Central
Florida Region; and

WHEREAS, implementation of High-Speed Rail for Florida will greatly benefit all of the
citizens of, and visitors to the Central Florida Region, and is needed in order to relieve fraffic
congestion, provide transportation opportunities and provide substantial relief for primary
transportation corridors; and

WHEREAS, High-Speed Rail for Florida will become an integral part of Central Florida’s
balanced transportation system and, with concurrent development of improvements to
roadways and bus transit, will greatly enhance the mobility of the traveling public; and

WHEREAS, High-Speed Rail for Florida is needed to promote transit oriented sustainable
growth and redevelopment of our Central Florida Region;

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Home Builders Association of Metro
Orlando supports the design, construction and implementation of High Speed Rail for

Florida;

AND BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Home Butlders Association of Metro Orlando
wishes to add its support to other groups, organizations and association across the State of
Florida to help secure High-Speed Rail for Florida between Tampa, Orlando and Miami.

APPROVED AND ADOPTED by the Board of Directors of the Home Builders Association
of Metro Orlando this 21 day of August 2009.

Signed this < é% day of August 2009,

S /"/“—' I e
JimyCooper Randy Mooré
Presiéﬁent Secretary

Attest: P70 )‘75}%@

Beth McGee, 950

544 Mayo Avenue * Maitland, Florida 32751
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CERTIFICATION

STATE OF FLORIDA

COUNTY OF ORANGE

| HEREBY CERTIFY that the foregoing is a true and correct copy of Resolution No. 09-20 approved
in a regular meeting of the METROPLAN ORLANDO Board on August 12, 2009. The original copy
of this document is on file in the Administrative Offices of METROPLAN ORLANDO, 315 East

Robinson Street, Suite 355, Orlando, Florida,

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, | have hereunto set my hand and official seal of the METROPLAN
ORLANDDO Board, this 12th day of August, 2009,

By: %{’/M ¢ j}fb@@ww»

Lena E. Tolliver, Sr. Board Services
Coordinator Board Services and Recording Secretary
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RESOLUTION NO. 09-20
SUBJECT:

SUPPORT FOR FLORIDA EAST COAST AMTRAK SERVICE
THROUGH THE FEDERAL HIGH SPEED RAIL PROGRAM

WHEREAS, alternative forms of passenger transportation must be provided at the local,
regional, statewide and national levels to provide for a sustainable future; and

WHEREAS, there is currently a lack of transportation alternatives for intercity travel in the
State of Florida and it is not practical to plan for sufficient highway capacity alone to serve the
current and expected demand for intercity travel; and -

WHEREAS, improving intercity passenger service in the State of Florida is consistent with
plans developed by the Florida Department of Transportation and the metropolitan planning
organizations serving Central Florida, including METROPLAN ORLANDO; and

WHEREAS, passenger rail service between Jacksonville and South Florida along Florida’s
east coast was discontinued in 1968 leaving Flagler, Volusia, Brevard, Indian River, St. Lucie and
Martin Counties without any form of passenger rail service; and

WHEREAS, the Space Coast Transportation Planning Organization (serving Brevard County)
is among the many entities that has made restoring passenger rail service along Florida’s east coast
a top priority; and

WHEREAS, METROPLAN ORLANDO recognizes that the benefits of projects of this nature
extend beyond the immediate communities that are served resulting in a stronger region, a stronger
state and a stronger nation; and

WHEREAS, the American Recovery and Reinvestment Act of 2009 provides federal funding
for the development of high speed rail projects throughout the nation and the start-up of Amtrak
passenger service between Jacksonville and South Florida in cooperation with the Florida East
Coast Railway is considered to be an eligible project; and

WHEREAS, the Florida Department of Transportation has filed a pre-application for
American Recovery and Reinvestment Act funding to provide long distance passenger service along
Florida’s east coast by making route and operational improvements to the existing railroad, building
eight new stations and acquiring the necessary rolling stock;




Board Resolution No. 09-20
Subject: Support for Florida East Coast Amtrak Service

Page 2 of 2 pages

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that METROPLAN ORLANDO fully supports the
application filed by the Florida Department of Transportation for American Recovery and
Reinvestment Act funding to restore rail passenger service between Jacksonville and South Florida;

and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that METROPLAN ORLANDO encourages the members of
Florida's Congressional delegation to fully support the state’s grant application and that they
actively promote the vatue of this project with officials from the United States Department of
Transportation and President Obama; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that METROPLAN ORLANDQ urges the United States
Department of Transportation to approve funding for the restoration of Amtrak service along
Florida's east coast, : ‘

Passed and duly adopted at a regular meeting of the METROPLAN ORIANDO Board on the
12" day of August 2009,

CERTIFICATE

The undersigned duly qualified and acting Chairperson of the METROPLAN ORLANDO Board
certifies that the foregoing is a true and correct copy of a Resolution adopted at a legally convened
meeting of the METROPLAN ORLANDO Board,

Aftest:

Lena Tolliver
Recording Secretary
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CERTIFICATION
STATE OF FLORIDA

COUNTY OF ORANGE

| HEREBY CERTIFY that the foregoing is a true and correct copy of Resolution No. 09-19 approved
in a regular meeting of the METROPLAN ORLANDQ Board on August 12, 2009. The original copy
of this document is on file in the Administrative Offices of METROPLAN ORLANDO, 315 East
Robinson Street, Suite 355, Orlando, Florida.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, | have hereunto set my hand and official seal of the METROPLAN
ORLANDO Board, this 12th day of August, 2009, ,

YN

Lena E. Tolliver, Sr. Board Services
Coordinator Board Services and Recording Secretary
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RESOLUTION NO, 09-19
SUBJECT:

SUPPORT FOR ACQUIRING THE CENTRAL FLORIDA RAJL CORRIDOR
THROUGH THE FEDERAL HIGH SPEED RAIL PROGRAM

WHEREAS, alternative forms of passenger transportation must be provided at the jocal,
regional and statewide levels to provide for a sustainable future for the State of Florida; and

WHEREAS, the METROPLAN ORLANDO Board is committed to providing a balanced
transportation system in Central Florida through its adopted Long Range Transportation Plan; and

WHEREAS, the Central Florida Rail Corridor currently owned by CSX Transportation
provides an extracrdinary opportunity to pravide hoth rail passenger and freight services through
Central Florida; and

WHEREAS, the Florida Department of Transportation has reached agreement with CSX
Transportation to purchase the “A” line between Deland in Volusia County and Poinciana in
Osceola County for the purpose of initiating the SunRail commuter rail service, improving the
freight distribution network and reducing highway traffic delays during peak periods; and

WHEREAS, our adopted Regional Transit System Concept Vision Plan provides for the
SunRail commuter rail project planned to be the first component of a larger regional rail transit
system that will include intercity high spead passenger rail, additional commuter rail services and
light rail transit service; and

WHEREAS, a regional rail transit system is considered to be essential to provide for regional
mobility, to promote econemic development and to comply with federal air quality standards and
the ambitious goals established by Governor Crist's Energy and Climate Change Action Plan; and

WHEREAS, the American Recovery and Reinvestrient Act of 2009 provides federal funding
for the development of high speed rail projects throughout the nation and the acguisition of the
Central Florida corridor is considered to be an eligible project; and

WHEREAS, the Florida Department of Transportation has filed a pre-application for
American Recovery and Reinvestment Act funding to acquire the Central Florida Rail Corridor;




~ Board Resolution No, 09-19 '
Subject: Support for Acquiring the Central Fiorida Rait Corridor

Page 2 of 2 pages

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that METROPLAN ORLANDO fully supports the
application filed by the Florida Department of Transportation for American Recovery and
Reinvestment Act funding to acquire the Central Florida Corridor; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that METROPLAN ORLANDO encourages. the members of
Florida’s Congressional delegation to fully support the state’s grant application and that they
actively promote the value of this project with officials from the United States Department of

Transportation and President Obama; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that METROPLAN ORLANDO urges the United States

_.Department of Transportation to approve funding for the Central Florida Corridor based on the

work that has been accomplished to date and its potential to serve as the spine of a larger regional
rail transit system.

Passed and duly adopted at a regular meeting of the METROPLAN ORLANDO Board on the
127 day of August 2009,

CERTIFICATE

The undersigned duly qualified and acting Chairperson of the METROPLAN ORLANDO Board
certifies that the foregoing is a true and correct copy of a Resolution adopted at a legally convened
meeting of the METROPLAN ORLANDO Board.

Altest;

Lena Tolliver
‘Recording Secretary
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CERTIFICATION
STATE OF FLORIDA
COUNTY OF ORANGE
I HEREBY CERTIFY that the foregoing is a true and correct copy of Resolution No. 09-18 approved

in a regular meeting of the METROPLAN ORLANDOQ Board on August 12, 2009. The original copy
of this document is on file in the Administrative Offices of METROPLAN ORLANDO, 315 East

Robinson Street, Suite 355, Orlando, Florida.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, | have hereunto set my hand and official seal of the METROPLAN
ORLANDO Board, this 12th day of August, 2009,

o Lo b Tithuis

Lena E. Tolliver, Sr. Board Services
Coordinator Board Services and Recording Secretary
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RESOLUTION NO. 09-18
SUBJECT:

SUPPORT FOR THE FLORIDA HIGH SPEED RAIL PROJECT

WHEREAS, alternative forms of passenger transportation must be provided at the local,
regional and statewide levels to provide for a sustainable future for the State of Florida; and

WHEREAS, travel demand between Florida’s major metropolitan areas is rapidly growing
and expected to continue to increase; and '

WHEREAS, there is currently a lack of transportation alternatives for intercity travel in the
State of Florida and it is not practical to plan for sufficient highway capacity alone to serve the
current and expected demand for intercity travel; and

WHEREAS, the Florida high speed rail project holds the promise of connecting Florida’s
urban centers and will transform our state, much like what was done by the interstate highway
system and Florida’s Turnpike; and

WHEREAS, the Orlando metropolitan area is in an ideal position to serve as the hub for a
statewide high speed rail system and this opportunity is included in the region’s Transit System
Vision Concept Plan; and

WHEREAS, $13 million was invested during 2001-2004 in planning for an innovative
public-private partnership to develop a statewide high speed rail project in the State of Florida; and

WHEREAS, one of the products of this work was the Final Environmental Impact Statement
{FEIS) for the Orlandoto-Tampa project which was approved by the Federal Railroad
Administration in july 2005; and

WHEREAS, an additional $4 million in federal funds was earmarked by Congress in 2004
with the help of Senator Bill Nelson and Congressman Adam Putnam for advancing the
development of a high speed rail network in the State of Florida; and

O

aq




Board Resolution No. 09-18
Subject: Support for Florida High Speed Rail Project
Page 2 of 3 pages

WHEREAS, the Passenger Rail Investment and improvement Act that was approved by
Congress and President Bush in 2008 provided some initial federal funding for the development of
a competitive national high speed rail program; and

WHEREAS, the American Recovery and Reinvestment Act that was approved by Congress
and President Obama in 2009 provided an additional $8 billion in federal funding for the
development of a national high speed rail program and the President has pledged to continue with
a grant program that will provide an additional $1 billion a year; and

WHEREAS, the United States Départment of Transportation has designated 10 prospective
high speed rail corridors in the nation — one of which is the Tampa-Orlando-Miami corridor ~ and
this was reaffirmed in the national High Speed Rail Strategic Plan that was published in April 2009;

and

WHEREAS, the United States Department of Transportation has issued guidance and is
soliciting applications for grant funding to develop a number of high speed rail projects in the
. nation; and

WHEREAS, the visionary work that was done over the past eight years on the Florida high
speed rail project puts Florida in the enviable position of being the most “shovel-ready” of any new
high speed rail project in the nation;

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that METROPLAN ORLANDO applauds Governor
Crist and the Florida Department of Transportation for continuing with the development of the
Florida high speed rail project and filing the pre-application with the United States Department of
Transportation for grant funding for the construction of the Orlando-Tampa segment: and for the
additional planning work that needs to be done for the Orlando-Miami segment; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that METROPLAN ORLANDO goes on record as
enthusiastically supporting the development of the Florida high speed rail project to improve our
statewide transportation system and enhance the state’s economic development potential while
protecting our environment; and

BE iT FUTHER RESOLVED that METROPLAN ORLANDQO encourages the members of
Florida’s Congressional delegation to fully support the state’s grant application and that they
actively promote the value of this project with officials from the United States Department of
Transportation and President Obama; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that METROPLAN ORLANDO urges the United States
Department of Transportation to approve funding for the Florida high speed rail project based on
the work that has been accomplished to date, its readiness to proceed into construction and the
potential it has for serving as a national model for effective intercity travel; and




Board Resolution No. 09-18
Subject: Support for Florida High Speed Rail Project

Page 3 of 3 pages

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that if federal funding is made available, the project will be
incorporated in METROPLAN ORLANDQ's Year 2030 Long Range Transportation Plan and we
commit to providing complementary projects to ensure jts success.

Passed and duly adopted at a regular meeting of the METROPLAN ORLANDQ Board on the
12" day of August 2009,

CERTIFICATE

The undersigned duly qualified and acting Chairperson of the METROPLAN ORLANDO Board
certifies that the foregoing is a true and correct copy of a Resolution adopted at a legally convened
meeting of the METROPLAN ORLANDO Board.

Atfest:

Tena Tolliver
Recording Secretary



DeNnNis C. Moss
CHAIRMAN

AMianvi-DADE BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS

DISTRICT S

August 21, 2005

The Honorable Ray Lalood, Secretary
1J.S. Department of Transportation
1200 New Jersey Avenue SE
Washington, DC 20590

Dear Secretary LaHood:

This correspondence serves as my support for the State of Florida’s Track 1B application for the
$30 million Preliminary Engineering and NEPA Environmental studies needed for the proposed

Orlando-Miami High Speed Rail initiative.

This project would be in the best interest of the future of Florida and its worldwide competifiveness.
In addition, these environmental studies will provide the pecessary foundation for a future High
Speed Rail Link between Miami and Orlando and will assist the state’s economy, reduce poliution

and Interstate congestion.

I offer my support for this application, and I will be bringing a resolution to my full Board at the

first meeting in Séptember, to garner its support.

Sincersly,

Dl kg ——
Denpis C. Moss
Chairman, Distriét 9
Board of County Commissioners

Downtown Office District North Office
113 NW 1™ Street, Sufte 270 10710 SW 211" Sireet, Sufe 206
Miam, Florida 32128 Miarmi, Florkia 33188

{305} 4V5.4882 | Fax {305) 3725011 {305} 2342538 | ¥ax {305} 232-7882

District South Oifice
1534 NW & Avenug
Florida City, Florida 33034
{303} 2454420 Fax | {305) Z45-5008




~ Approved Mayor Agenda Item No.14(A)(1)
Veto 9-1-09

Override

RESOLUTION NO.

RESOLUTION EXPRESSING SUPPORT FOR THE
DEVELOPMENT OF A HIGH-SPEED  INTERCITY
PASSENGER RAIL SYSTEM IN FLORIDA
WHEREAS, President Obama and United States Secretary of Transportation Lahood
have expressed support for the establishment of a High-Speed Intercity Passenger System; and
WHEREAS, the United States Department of Transportation has designated certain
major corridors, including Miami, Orlando, and Tampa for potential High-Speed Intercity
Passenger Rail; and
WHEREAS, the Florida Department of Transportation (FDOT) in partnership with the
United States Department of Transportation is undertaking the development of an Intercity
Passenger Rail System; and
WHEREAS, the implementation of a High-Speed Passenger Rail System will benefit the
residents and visitors to all of Florida, especially Miami-Dade County, by relieving traffic
congestion and establishing greater intrastate mobility; and
WHEREAS, increasing interconnectivity to Miami-Dade County will promote tourism
and trade and strengthen the viability of Miami-Dade County’s airport and seaport; and
WHEREAS, the development of a High-Speed Intercity Passenger Rail System is
consistent with the laudable goals of reducing greenhouse emissions and dependence on foreign
oil,
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE BOARD OF COUNTY

COMMISSIONERS OF MIAMI-DADE COUNTY, FLORIDA, that this Board, hereby

=



Agenda Item No. 14(A)(1)}
Page No. 2

expresses its support for the development of a High-Speed Intercity Passenger Rail System in

Florida.

The Prime Sponsor of the foregoing resolution is Chairman Dennis C. Moss. It was

offered by Commissioner
was seconded by Commissioner

the vote was as follows:

, who moved its adoption. The motion

and upon being put to a vote,

Dennis C. Moss, Chairman

Jose “Pepe” Diaz, Vice-Chairwoman

Bruno Barreiro
Carlos A. Gimenez
Barbara J. Jordan
Dorrin D. Rolle
Katy Serenson

Sen. Javier D. Souto

Audrey M. Edmonson
Sally A. Heyman

Joe A. Martinez
Natacha Seijas
Rebeca Sosa

The Chairperson thereupon declared the resolution duly passed and adopted this 1™ day

of September, 2009. This resolution shall become effective ten (10) days after the date of its

adoption unless vetoed by the Mayor, and if vetoed, shall become effective only upon an

override by this Board.

Approved by County Attorney as
to form and legal sufficiency.

Bruce Libhaber

2Lz

MIAMI-DADE COUNTY, FLORIDA
BY ITS BOARD OF
COUNTY COMMISSIONERS

HARVEY RUVIN, CLERK

By:
Deputy Clerk




MIAMI-DADE COUNTY EXPRESSWAY AUTHORITY
RESOLUTION NO. 09-05

WHEREAS, the Minmi-Dade County Exwressway  Authority (UMDXT or  the
“Authority™ is a body politic and corporate. a public nstrumentality and an ageney of the State
of Florida, established by Ordinance 94213, adopled on December 13, 1994, by the Boeard of
County Commissioners of Miaami-Dade County {(MDC), Flonda, under and pursuant o the

Floriga Expressway Authority Act. Part [ of Chapter 348, Florida Statutes: and

WHEREAS. MDX finds that the development of a High Speed Raf (HSR)  sarvice
between Miami and Orlande will grealy enhance economic development and 1 ;_wnzzl mobility
in South Florida. and

WHERFAS, a MSR service between Miami and Orlando wiil afford wravelers a viahle
alternative o air and i;;rwm ay travel between these two cconomic, wrade, population and tourist
Jestination centers 10 the beneth of both areas; and

WHEREAS. The Miami Intermodal Center (MIQ) currently under construction adijacent
1o the Miami International Alrport (MTAY will conveniently and efficiently facibitate the transter
of passengers among 2 variety of travel modes. including air. commuter raill intra-city and inter-
city bus. AMTRAK and Expressways, with previously planned station availability for H5R
serviee: and

WHEREAS. due to recent substantia) investment in excess of $3.0 Billion by FDCT and
MDC in the improvement of access roads i the vicinity of MIAT ihe MIC. and nearby
expressways. good transportation policy commends h,*. eraging this investment by the addition of
2 HSR modal component to the travel options in the region through designation of the MIC as
the Miami hub for HSR: and

WHEREAS. The Federal Government {USDOT) has vested heavily m the MIC wih
Vice President Biden on site in March 2009, proclaiming that this prototype of an intermodal
reavel center reprosents the future and

WHEREAS, MDX. i partnership with MDC. is exploring development of cxi%iiz*g
transportation corridors 1o alCCUs'ﬂanddL- Bus Rapid Transit (BRT) The polential for this
addditional travel option will enhance connectiviy for HSR users,

THEREFORE. in light of the foregoing. BE IT RESCLVED THAT MDX suppons
{ievciopmcm of HSR service befween Miami and Orlande that will ensure travel at o sulficiently
high speed to provide a \Jai)k shternative regional travel mode and urges the FDOT that in 5s
final ap)lu.dtzon it assurces that the Miami- “Orlando portion of the Florida HSR project truly he s

High Speed train with a travel time of fess than two hours between M and Orlande and that
the cost will be 'n'nmrﬁic{:-:i fom the Stimulus Funds ro finish the environmental studies.
avquisition of rights of way and working drawings. so the Miani-Orlando section can be bid
ready before the end af 2012

Efecrive Date. This Resolution shall take effect and be i foree immediately upon its adoplion,




The foregoing resolution was offered by Board Member Maurice A, Ferré, who moved
its adoption. The motion was seconded by Board Member Norman R. Warmman, and upon being
put 1o vote, the votes were as follows:

Member Maurice A, Ferré -aye
NMember Robert W, Holland ~ve
Member Nick AL Inamdar -ave
Member Carlos A. Lacasa -absent
Member Felix M. Lasarte -absent
Member Al Maloofl -aye
Member Gus Pego -ave
Member Shelly Smith Fano -aye
Member Yvonne Soler McKiniey -ahseni
Member Jorge M. Vigil -axe
Member Normman Wartiman -ave
Vice Chair Louts V, Martinez -aye
Chair Maritza Gutierrez -ave

The Chairperson thereupon declared the resofution duly passed and adopted this

28th day of July, 2009

Miami-Dade County Expressway Authority
{MDX)

” ~ s s // /s -
By: ,%’M’Z'%%da P PP
Maria Luisa Navia Lobo
M DX Secretary

-




New North
7f. Alllance

A Public-Private Partnership

Letter of Endorsement for High Speed Rail

At its meeting of September 9, 2009, the Board of Directors of the New North Transportation
Alliance unanimously passed a resolution supporting the State of Florida's application for high
speed rail funding under the Obama administration's American Recovery and Reinvestment Act.
The Board supports the concept of a high speed rail system connecting the major cities of the
state, with the Orlando to Tampa segment representing the logical beginning project for such a
system. Further, the Board believes that the Orlando to Tampa project is deserving of funding as
the only proposed project to have received a Record of Decision from the Federal Transit
Administration and to have already secured in public ownership all of the necessary right of way.

Established in 1994, the New North Transportation Alliance is a partnership of private sector
businesses, employers, neighborhood groups, and public sector partners committed to jointly
identifying and addressing transportation issues in the major destination center of Hillsborough
County bordered by Busch Boulevard to the south, 22™ Street to the west, I-75 to the east and
includes New Tampa to the north. Our Alliance includes the USF Tampa Campus, the
University Mall, Busch Gardens, the James A Haley Veterans Hospital, five neighborhood
groups and provides commuter assistance setvices to the businesses in the New North area. We
are committed to advancing transportation choices for the traveling public, including alternatives
to single-occupant vehicle travel, to reduce traffic congestion, improve air quality, and preserve
quality of life in New North. The NNTA Board believes that the high speed rail project from
Orlando 1o Tampa is a necessary element of regional multimodal transportation service that will
strengthen the proposed light rail system for the Tampa Bay area and uitimately support better

mobility in New North.
Sincerely yours on behalf of the NNTA Board,

Frank Margarella
Chair

Thomas Locke
NNTA Vice Chair

S

Sara Hendricks
NNTA Interim Director

Located at the Center for Urban Transportation Research (CUTRY), University of South Florida
4202 East Fowler Avenue, CUT100, Tampa, FL 33820-3375
Phone: {813) 974-9759 « Fax; (813) 974-5188
www. newnorthalliance.org
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ORANGE COUNTY BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS
: regarding

SUPPORT FOR THE FLORIDA
DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION
TRACK 2 APPLICATION FOR FUNDING
THE FLORIDA HIGH SPEED RAIL

PROGRAM

Resolution No, 20@9-&[- ab

WHEREAS, the President of the Unitad States, Barack Obama, proposes a bold vision to
help address the nation’s transportation challenges by investing in an efficient, high-speed

passenger rail network; and

WHEREAS, the Secretary of the United States Department of Transportation, Ray
LaHood; and Congressman John Mica and Congresswoman Corring Brown are working in
support of a High-Speed Intercity Passenger Rail System; and

WHEREAS, the Florida Department of Transportation (FDOT) submitted a pre-
application for to the U.S. Department of Transportation to fund the development of Florida’s
High-Speed Intercity Passenger Rail System as outlined in the High-Speed Rail Strategic Plan
published by the Federal Railroad Administration in April 2009; and

WHEREAS, the Florida Department of Transportation (FDOT) submitted a pre-
application to the U.S. Department of Transportation to fund the development of Florida’s High-
Speed Intercity Passenger Rail System as outlined in the High-Speed Rail Strategic Plan

published by the Federal Railroad Administration in April 2009; and

WHEREAS, High-Speed Intercity Passenger Rail System connecting Tampa, Orlando
and Miami will become an integral part of Florida’s balanced transportation system and, with
concurrent development of improvements to other passenger rail and bus transit, will greatly
enhance the mobility of the traveling public within the fourth most populous state in the union;

and
WHEREAS, the Florida Department of Transportation has obtained most of the right-of-

way for ninety percent of the corridor between Tampa and Orlando; and

WHEREAS, the segment from Tampa 10 Orlando is ready to begin construction within
two years; and




WHEREAS, the Florida High Speed Rail project is a viable public/private partnership
based on previous ridership forecasts; and

WHEREAS, Orange County is committed te champicning a multi-modal transportation
system which will significantly enhance the quality of life and aconomic vitality of the Central

Florida Region; and

WHEREAS, Central Florida is in final design of a regional rail system which can
provide access to the Florida High Speed Rail Project and the Tampa Bay Region has a light rail
transit study underway which will increase rail connectivity; and

WHEREAS, a High-Speed Intercity Passenger Rail System will support the effort of
Governor Crist’s Energy and Climate Change Action Plan, established by Executive Order 07~
128, with ambitious goals for reducing statewide greenhouse gas emissions.

NOW, THEREFORE, Be it Resolved by the Board of County Commissioners of
Orange County, Florida that:

Section 1. The Orange County Board of County Commissioners supports the Florida
High Speed Rail Program for Track 2 funding within the American Recovery and Reinvestment

Act of 2009 High Speed Intercity Passenger Rail Program.

ADOPTED THIS 11" DAY OF AUGUST, 2009.
ORANGE COUNTY, FLORIDA

By: BoiZf County Commissioners
By: A/ M

RieHard T. Crotty
Orange County Mayor

ATTEST: Martha O. Haynie, County Comptroller
Az Clerk of the Bpard of County Comusdssioners




RESOLUTION NO.

A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY OF ORLANDO, FLORIDA,
SUPPORTING THE FLORIDA DEPARTMENT OF
TRANSPORTATION TRACK 2 APPLICATION FOR
FUNDING THE FLORIDA HIGH SPEED RAIL PROGRAM,

WHEREAS, the President of the United States, Barack Obama, proposes a bold vision to help
address the Nation’s Transportation challenges by investing in an efficient, high-speed passenger

rall network; and

WHEREAS, the Secretary of the United States Department of Transportation, Ray LaHood; and
Congressman John Mica and Congresswoman Corrine Brown are working in support of a High-
Speed Intercity Passenger Rail System; and

WHEREAS, the Florida Department of Transportation (FDOT) submitted a pre-application for

to the U.S. Department of Transportation fo fund the development of Florida’s High-Speed
Intercity Passenger Rail System as outlined in the High-Speed Rail Strategic Plan published by

the Federal Railroad Administration in April 2009; and

WHEREAS, High-Speed Intercity Passenger Rail System connecting Tampa, Orlando and
Miami will become an integral part of Florida's balanced transportation system and, with

concurrent development of improvements to other passenger rail and bus tansit, will greatl
enhance the mobility of the traveling public within the fourth most populous state in the union;

and

WHEREAS, the Florida Department of Transportation has obtained most of the Right of Way
for 90 percent of the comridor berween Tampa and OCrlando; and

WHEREAS, the segment from Tampa to Orlando is ready to begin construction within two
years; and

WHEREAS, the Florida High Speed Rail project is a viable public/private partnership based on
previous rnidership forecasts; and

WHEREAS, the City of Orlando is comrmitted to championing a multi-modal transportation
system which will contribute significantly to enhancing the vitality, quality of life and positive
community reputation of the Cenfral Florida Region; and

(x7 C) e, / g
Meeting: g
| H) %Q?ji :ic'imi’f‘fﬁ“” —"L( /(




Resolution No.

WHEREAS, Centra] Florida is in final design of a regional rail system which can provide access
10 the Florida High Speed Rail Project and the Tampa Bay Region has a light rail transit study

underway which wil] increase rail connectivity; and

WHEREAS, High-Speed Intercity Passenger Rail System will support the effort of Governor
Crist’s Energy and Climate Change Action Plan, established by Executive Order 07-128, with

ambitious goals for reducing statewide green house gas emissions.

NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the City Council of the City of Orlando, Flonda
that the City of Orlando supports the Florida High Speed Rail Program for Track 2 funding

within the ARRA High Speed Intercity Passenger Rail Program.

PASSED AND APPROVED by the City Council of the City of Orlande, Florida this Q day
of MMA L AT, 2000,

CITY OF ORLANDO

“nkliipr—

MAYOR

CITY CLERK




RESOLUTION NO. 05-067R

A RESOLUTION OF THE OSCEOLA COUNTY BOARD OF
COUNTY COMMISSIGNERS, SUPPORTING THE FLORIDA
DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION TRACK 2
APPLICATION FOR FUNDING THE FLORIDA HIGH
SPEED RAIL PROGRAM.

WHEREAS, the President of the United States, Barack Obama, proposes a bold vision to
help address the Nation’s Transportation challenges by investing m an efficient, high-speed
passenger rail network; and

WHEREAS, the Secretary of the United States Department of Transportation, Ray
f.aHood; and Congressman John Mica and Congresswoman Corrine Brown are working in
support of a High-Speed Intercity Passenger Rail System; and

WHEREAS, the Florida Depariment of Transportation (FDOT) submitted a pre-
application to the U.S. Department of Transportation to fund the development of Florida™s High-
Speed Intercity Passenger Rail System as outlined in the High-Speed Rail Strategic Plan
published by the Federal Railroad Administration in April 2009; and

WHEREAS, High-Speed Intercity Passenger Rail System connecting Tampa, Orlando
and Miami, will become an integral part of Florida’s balanced transportation system and, with
concurrent development of improvements to other passenger rail and bus transit, will greatly
enhance the mobility of the traveling public within the fourth most populous state in the union;

and

WHERKAS, the Florida Department of Transportation has obiained the Right of Way
for 90 percent of the corridor between Tampa and Orlando; and

WHEREAS, the segment from Tampa to Orlando is ready to begin construction within
two years; and

WHEREAS, the Florida High Speed Rail project is a viable public/private partnership
based on previous ridership forecasts; and

WHEREAS, Osceola County is committed to championing a multi-modal transportation
system which will contribute significantly to enhancing the vitality, quality of life and positive
community reputation of the Central Florida Region; and




WHEREAS, Central Florida is in final design of a regional rail system which can
provide access to the Florida High Speed Rail Project, and the Tampa Bay Region has a light rail
transit study underway which will increase rail connectivity; and

WHEREAS, High-Speed Intercity Passenger Rail System will support the effort of
CGiovernor Crist’s Energy and Climate Change Action Plan, established by Executive Order 07-
128, with ambitious goals for reducing statewide green house gas emissions.

NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Osceola County Board of County
Commissioners, that Osceola County supports the Flonida High Speed Rail Program for Track 2
funding within the ARRA High Speed Intercity Passenger Rail Program.

PASSED AND ADOQPTED by the Oscecla County Board of County Commissioners,
this 17th day of August, 2009.

OSCEGCLA COUNTY BOARD
OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS

—
— ""‘——._._‘ I
B?MA_E@&
Ch@@;@i‘w
ATTEST: —
\\‘*x—__ﬁ_g
V2 Q) (apolo )
CLERK/DEPFUTY CILERK
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RESOLUTION 2008-

A RESOLUTION OF THE POLK COUNTY BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS
IN SUPPORT OF THE FLORIDA HIGH SPEED RAIL PROGRAM GRANT

APPLICATION

WHEREAS, Polk County is committed to championing a multi-modal regional
transportation system including High Speed Rail; and

WHEREAS, to that end, Polk County will support High Speed Rail by working with other
agencies to plan stations and {o plan an adequate network of multi-modal transit to

sarvice those stations; and

WHEREAS, a muiti-modal regional transportation system including High Speed Rail will
contribute significantly to enhancing the vitality, quality of life and positive community
reputation of Polk County and the Central Florida Region; and

WHEREAS, a High Speed Rail Vision Plan was adopted in 2001 which anticipates
eventual statewide service starting in what has been designated as the Tampa-Orlando-

Miami Corridar; and

WHEREAS, extensive studies are either underway or have been completed for the
proposed Tampa to Orlando corridor which makes Florida the only State that now offers
the opportunity to begin construction on a new High Speed Rail project in under two

years; and

WHEREAS, the Florida Department of Transportation (FDOT) completed an approved
Final Environmental Impact Statement (FEIS) in August 2005 that included an evaluation
of technical issuas related to High Speed Rail service in Polk County; and

WHEREAS, these issues included cost, ridership, connections to local transit service,
compatible land uses, and economic development, as well as, potential environmental,
air quality, historic, archaeological, noise and vibration impacts; and

WHEREAS, the approved FEIS currently provides for one station to be located within
Polk County; and

WHEREAS, there is need to update the FEIS to reflect current conditions and changes
since the preparation of this document; and

WHEREAS, Polk County is aware that the Florida Department of Transportation (FDOT)
has submitted a Pre-appiication under the High-Speed Intercity Passenger Rail (HSIPR)
Program which may result in Federal stimulus funding for the Florida High Speed Rail
Program which includes the Tampa-Orlando-Miami Corridor; and

WHEREAS, implementation of the Florida High Speed Rail Program will greatly benefit
all of the citizens of, and visitors to Polk County and the Central Florida Region, and is
needed to relieve traffic congestion, provide transportation opportunities and provide a

relief for 1-4 trafiic; and




WHEREAS, the Florida High Speed Rail Program will become an integral pan of Central
Florida's balanced transportation system and, with concurrent development of
improvements to roadways and bus transit, will greatly enhance the mobility of the

traveling public; and

WHEREAS, the President of the United States, Barack Obama; and the Secretary of the
United States Depariment of Transportation, Ray LaHood; and Congressman John Mica
and Congresswoman Carrine Brown are working in support of High-Speed Intercity

Passenger Rail; and

WHEREAS, implementation of the shovel ready Tampa to Orlando High Spesd Rail will
provide timely visibility to the value of a Nationwide High Speed Rail system {o move
citizens from city ~to-city and reduce the travel time and cost associated with other land

and air transportation modes; and '

WHEREAS, 1t Is more critical than ever to provide the traveling public with transportation
alternatives as gasoline prices are soaring and new federal air quality standards for
ozone put the Central Florida Region at risk of being declared a non-attainment area

which could result in sanctions being imposed; and

WHEREAS, the Florida High Speed Rail Program will support the effort of Governor
Crist’s Energy and Climate Change Action Plan, established by Executive Order 07-128,
with ambitious goals for reducing statewide green house gas emissions.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE [T RESOLVED, by the Polk County Board of County
Commissioners at its reguiar meeting on August 18, 2009; -

1. Polk County supports the grant application, by FDOT, for funding of the Florida
High Speed Rail Program through the HSIPR Program so that construction of the
Tampa-Orlando corridor and design and construction of the Orlando-Miami corridor may
commence in 2011; and

2. Potk County supports the FDOT's sffort to update the update “the Final
Environmental Impact Statement to ensure this document reflects the most current
conditions in order to guide the development of High Speed Rail service In Polk County
including the selection of a passenger station location.

Poik County Board of Gounty Commissioners

By:
Sam Johnson, Chairman

Date




RESOLUTION 2009-04

A RESOLUTION OF THE POLK TRANSPORTATION PLANNING
ORGANIZATION (TPO) IN SUPPORT OF THE FLORIDA HIGH SPEED RAIL
PROGRAM GRANT APPLICATION

WHEREAS, POLK TPO is commitied to championing a multi-modal regional
transportation system including High Speed Ratl; and

WHEREAS, to that end, High Speed Rail is included in the Polk County Transportation
Planning Organization’s (TPO) Long Range Transportation Plan and the Transportation
Element of Polk County's Comprehensive Plan provides that Polk County will support
High Speed Rail by working with other agencies to plan stations and to plan an adequate
network of multi-modal transit to service those stations; and

WHEREAS, u multi-modal regional transportation system inclading High Speed Rait
will contribute significantly to enhancing the vitality, guality of life and positive
community reputation of Potk County and the Central Florida Region; and

WHEREAS, a High Speed Rail Vision Plan was adopted in 200] which anticipates
eventual statewide service starting in what has been designated as the Tampa-Orlando-
Miami Corridor; and

WHEREAS, extensive studies are either underway or have been completed for the
proposed Tampa to Orlando corridor which makes Florida the only State that now offers
the opportunity to begin construction on  new High Speed Rail project in under two
years: and

WHEREAS, the Florida Department of Transportation (FDOT) completed an approved
Final Environmental Impact Statement (FEIS) in August 2005 that included an evaluation
of technical issues related to High Speed Rail service in Polk County; and

WHEREAS. these issues included cost, ridership, connections (o local transit service,
compatible fand uses, and economic development, as well as, potential environmental, air
guality, historic, archaeological, noise and vibration impacts; and

WHEREAS, the approved FEIS currently provides for one station to be located within
Polk County; and
WHEREAS, there is need to update the FEIS to reflect current conditions and changes

since the preparation of this document; and

WHEREAS, POLK TPO is aware the Florida Department of Transportation (FDOT) has
submitted a Pre-application under the High-Speed Intercity Passenger Rail (HSTPR)




Program which may result in Federal stimufus funding for the Florida High Speed Raii
Program which includes the Tampa-Orlando-Miami Corridor; and

WHEREAS. implementation of the Florida High Speed Rail Program will greatly benefit
all of the citizens of, and visitors to Polk County and the Central Florida Region. and is
needed to relieve tratfic congestion, provide transportation opportunities and provide a
relief for I-4 traffic; and

WHEREAS, the Florida High Speed Rail Program will become an integral part of Central
Florida’s balanced transportation system and, with concurrent development of
improvements to roadways and bus transit, will greatly enhance the mobility of the
traveling public; and

WHEREAS, the President of the United States, Barack Obama; and the Secretary of the
United States Department of Transportation, Ray LaHood; and Congressman John Mica
and Congresswoman Corrine Brown are working in support of High-Speed Intercity
Passenger Rail; and

WHEREAS, implementation of the shovel ready Tampa to Orfando High Speed Rail wiil
provide timely visibility to the value of a Nationwide High Speed Rail system to move
citizens from city —to-city and reduce the travel time and cost associated with other fand
and air transportation modes; and

WHEREAS. it is more critical than ever o provide the traveling public with
transportation alternatives as gasoline prices are soaring and new tederal air quality
standards for ozone put the Central Florida Region at risk of being declared a non-
attainment area which could result in sanctions being imposed: and

WHEREAS, the Florida High Speed Rail Program will support the effort of Governor
Crist’s Energy and Climate Change Action Plan, established by Executive Order 07-128,
with ambitious goals for reducing statewide green house gas emissionss ; and

NOW. THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by the Poik Transportation Planning
Organization (TPO) at its regular meeting convened on August 13, 2009:

{. The TPO supports the grant application, by FDOT, for funding of the Florida
High Speed Rail Program through the HSIPR Program so that construction of the
Tampa-Orlando corridor and design and construction of the Orlando-Miami
corridor may commence i 201 1; and

2. The TPO supports the FDOT s effort to update the update the Final
Environmental Impact Statement to ensure this document reflects the most
current conditions in order to guide the development of High Speed Rail service
in Potk County including the selection of a passenger station focation.




Signed:

- ;}‘ AN

C‘ommmumq James Verpimmk C’hdﬂ man
Polk Transportation Piasmma Oreanization (TPO)

i o P
=8 o d
H - >

Date

ATTEST:

£

Jennifer Studrs, TPO Director

V!\ppmved by the TPO Attorney as to
form and iem suf wiéii'cy:

‘g’{ L f,&’ ;,,&.w‘ i{/ X, Mﬁf/"{ﬁ”&”{i’?}?ﬁ”i?f
Lifda Me Kinley, TPO Attorney
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GLIK TRANSIT AUTHORITY
RESOLUTION HNO. 03-02

A RESOLUTION OF THE POLK TRANSIT AUTHORITY
[N SUPPORT OF THE FLORIDA HIGH SPEED RAIL
PROGRAN GRANT APPLICATION

WHERFEAS, the Polk Transit Authority is committed to championing Polk County’s muith
Lransit services to connact with a regional transportation systern including High Speed Rail; an

WHEREAS, fo that end, the Poik Transit Authority will support High Spead Rail by working with

othar county, regional, state, and faderal sgencies to plan an adaguate network of multi-modal

rransit 1o serve the High %Lcd Rail: and

WHEREAS, & multi-modal e don system including Righ Speed Rail wil

P

onal iranspor

contribute sionificantly to enhancing the vitality, quality of life, and transi sipportive
i

Florida Region; and

daveiopment of Polk County & ni the Centra

WHEREAS, imnlementstion of the Florida High Speed Rail Program will greatly benelit all of the
viral Florida Region, and is nzeded 1

citizens of, and visitors to Polk County and the Ce
greecnhouse gas emissions, reduca fuel consumption, refleve traffic congestion,

fransportation ooportu n,im and

WHEREAS, imple fn@nmnmw of the shovel ready Tampa to Orlangdo High will provécée

e value of a Mationwide Hi g n Speed Hail %y”i?fm to move citizens from city-
ed with other fand and air suoeiation

timely visthility to t
to-city and raduce i‘heﬁ) travel time and cost associn

modeas,

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESCLVED that the POLK
ion, by Florida Departmeant of Transportation, Tor fundiag of the B
gram through the High Speed m.,..fic;”ty Pass {

of the Tampa-Orlando corridor and design and rmstru ction of the Orlando-Miami corridor may

hat construction

commance in 2001
DASSED AND CERTIFIFD AS TO PASSAGE this 261h day of August, AD, 2002

POLK TRANSIT AUTHORI

ix f'{Secreia ry N |
L/

APPRGVED AS TO FORM AMED CORR H“TNrH‘S




BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS

August 17, 2009

Mrs. Noranne Downs, P.E.

District 5 Secretary

Florida Department of Transportation
716 South Woodland Boulevard
Deland, FL. 32720

RE: Seminole County’s Support of the SunRail System in Central Florida
and High-Speed Rail System

Dear Mrs. Downs:

As Chairman of the Seminole County Board of County Commissioners, I am writing this
letter pledging Seminole County’s support of the Florida Department of Transportation’s
Grant Applications for the SunRail System in Central Florida along with High-Speed Rail
Track 1 and Tract 2 that serve the State of Florida, This item was discussed as part of my
report at our board meeting on August 11%, 2009, and the commissioners gave their
verbal support,

Unfortunately, we cannot adopt, execute, and forward formal resolutions of support until
August 25, 2009; our next regularly scheduled board meeting. However, our Board
supports all three applications and we look forward to seeing the implementation of these
critical projects to serve the traveling public throughout the State of Florida.

If you have any questions, please contact me.

Sincerely,

Bob Dallari, Chairman
Seminole County Board of County Commissioners

BD/IM/dr

o Tawny H. Clore, P.E., Rail Transit Project Manager
George Lovett, Director of Transportation Development (FDOT)
Board of County Commissioners
Cynthia A. Coto, County Manager
Joseph Forte, Deputy County Manager
Sabrina O'Bryan, Assistant County Manager
Jerry McCollum, P.E., County Engineer
W. Gary Johnson, P.E., Director, Department of Public Works

110 FAST FIRST STREET  SANFORD FL 32777-1468  TELEPHONE (407) 665-7219  FAX (3071 663-7958




Regional
Bu_smess
Alliancey

RESCLUTION OF SUPPORT
REGARDING A HIGH-SPEED INTERCITY PASSENGER RAIL

WHEREAS, the South Florida Regional Business Alliance is an aliiance of CEOs representing three of the region’s
leading private business groups: Broward Workshop, Inc.; Economic Council of Palm Beach County, Inc.; and the
Greater Miami Chamber of Commerce; and

WHEREAS, the South Florida Regional Business Alliance, together with its pariner organizations, represents the
interests of more than 2,700 of South Florida’s businesses; and

WHEREAS, a multi-modal statewjde transportation system supported by integrated multi-modal regional
transportation systems will contribute significantly to the economic vitality and competitiveness, mobility,
glzality of life, and positive business climate of Florids; and

WHEREAS, the South Florida Regional Business Alliance is aware that the Floride Department of Transportation
(FDOT), in partnership with the U.S. Department of Transportation, is undertaking the development of a High-
Speed intercity Passenger Raif Systern as outlined in the High-Speed Rail Strategic Plan published by the Federal
Railroad Administration in Apri 2009 with intentions due by July 10th and applications due in September 2008;
and

WHEREAS, the South Florida Regional Business Alliance has a long-standing record of supporting the creation of
an integrated, multi-modal transportation system which includes not only a High Speed intercity Passenger Ruil
System and comprehensive regional transportation systems, but also the creation of dedicated, long-term
funding sources for regional transportation authorities, particularly the South Florida Regional Transportation
Authority which needs dedicated funding this year in order to be able to continue honoring its commitments in
the Full Funding Grant Agreement with the federal government, and ensure continued federal transportation

funding for Florids; and

WHEREAS, implementation of High-Speed Intercity Possenger Raif System will greatly benefit all of the citizens
of, and visitors to, Florida and is needed in order to ralieve traffic congestion, provide additional transportation
opportunities, linkages to Amtrak and Tri-Rafl, facilitate commerce throughout Florida, and enhance intrastate

mobility; and

WHEREAS, a High-Speed Intercity Passenger Roil System will become an integral part of Florida's balanced
transportation system and, with concurrent development of improvements to readways, bus transit and the
South Florida Regional Transportation Authority’s Tri-Rail system, will greatly enhance the mobility of the
traveling public; and

WHEREAS, the President of the United States, Barack Obama; the Secretary of the United States Department of
Transportation, Ray LaHocd; and Congressman lohn Mica, Congressman Mario Diaz-Baiart, and Congresswoman
Corrine Brown are working in support of 2 High-Speed Intercity Passenger Roil System; and




WHEREAS, the United States Department of Transportation / Federal Railroad Administration has designated 11
major corridors for potential Migh-Speed Intercity Passenger Roil and the Florida Corridor comprises Orlande,
Tampa and Miamj; and

WHEREAS, the United States Depariment of Transportation / Federal Railroed Administration has established
that Partnerships and Regionza] Connectivity are significant efements for selection; and that the Federal Transit
Administration has made significant investments in regional transportation In Southeast Florida through the
South Florida Regional Transportation Authority (SFRTAL and

WHEREAS, it is more critical than ever to provide the traveling public with trensportaticn aiternatives as
zasoline prices fluctuate wildly and new federal air quality standards for ozone put Florida at risk of being
declared a non-attainment area which could result in the imposition of sanctions; and

WHEREAS, a High-Speed intercity Possenger Reil Systern will support Governor Crist's Energy and Climate
Change Action Plan, established by Executive Order 07-128, with ambitious goals for reducing statewide green
house gas emissions.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the South Florida Regional Business Alliance supports the design,
construction and implementation of a High-Speed intercity Passenger Roil System in Floride; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the South Florida Regional Business Alfiance shalf work in concert with the
Tampa Boy Partnership, Centraf Florida Portnership and other public and private stakeholders to:

(1} help secure a High-Speed intercity Passenger Roil System for Florida that includes Miami, Tampa and
Orlando; and

{2) support the creation of dedicated funding sources for regional transportation authorities in Florida, including
the SFRTA, to ensure and provide the necessary cennectivity for High Speed Rail and continue to enhance
Florida's acanomic vitality and competitiveness, quality of life, and transportation options.

Approved on this 97 day of July, 2009

QY

Ratph A. Mairinson
Chair, South Florida Regional Business Alliance

2009 Sauth Florida Repional Business Alliznce Executive Commiites

Chair e Raloh A, Marrinson {Broward)
Vice-Chair weve. BAartin F. Perry [Palm 8each)
Treasurer e iames A, Cummings {Broward]
Member-at-Large e EdiZar Jones {(Miami-Dade}
Member-at-large veeree Barry E. Johnson {Miami-Dade}

fMember-at-Large s Sean Alveshire {Paim Beach)




Donna Hart
Mayor

Thomas J. Griffin
Deputy Mayor

Jay S. Polachek
Council Member

Mickey Hopper
Council Member

Jarom Fertic
Council Member

Thomas H. Hurt
City Manager

September 9, 2009

Mr. Nazih Haddad

Florida Department of Transportation
605 Suwannee Street, MS 67
Tallahassee, FL. 32399

Dear Mr. Haddad:

Please accept this letter from the City of St. Cloud, Florida in support of the
State of Florida’s application to the Federal Railroad Administration for
funding of the federally-designated High Speed Rail Corridor of Tampa-
Orlando-Miami. Federal funding for High Speed Rail under the American
Recovery and Reinvestment Act is provided by President Obama’s Vision for
High Speed Rail in America and St. Cloud joins other cities in the State of
Florida in their commitment to bring High Speed Rail to reality.

The State of Florida has been planning for High Speed Rail for decades and is
prepared. Specific State statutes are in place and the private sector has
previously demonstrated its willingness to support High Speed Rail. Florida
offers many specific advantages that align perfectly with the criteria being
scored in the national competition for funding, including:

e The Tampa-Orlando corridor offers the opportunity to begin
construction on a High Speed Rail Express system in less than two
years based on extensive previous planning and environmental work
(this corridor has been through the lengthy NEPA process);

¢ The geography along the Tampa-Orlando-Miami corridor has little
room for added highway capacity yet is perfectly suited for high
passenger-capacity trains, assuring high ridership;

s Our geography is flat, offering a less costly investment than states
with variable terrain that requires expensive structures and tunnels;

¢ The Florida Department of Transportation has been visionary in
preserving the median of our highway corridors for a high speed rail
system, allowing our State to offer this precious right-of-way as an “in
kind” and eligible local contribution that greatly enhances our
competitive position;

o High Speed Rail offers transportation mobility for our huge tourist
population (84 million in 2008), many of whom are used to traveling
by train at home;

¢ High Speed Rail is a Green solution that will greatly reduce carbon
emissions through more efficient energy use for transportation,
reducing our reliance on foreign oil consumption;
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» High Speed Rail will relieve pressure from our major international
airports to provide regional air service, preserving slots for long-haul
flights that will increasingly be needed to support our growing air
travel demands;

e OQur aging population needs mobility, yet our safety becomes
jeopardized as more of our elderly population drives on our highways
due to no viable alternative;

e High Speed Rail has a proven safety record with minimal recorded
incidents worldwide after decades of performance;

e High Speed Rail offers assistance with hurricane evacuation in a safe,
orderly and high-capacity manner;

» Considerable investments have been made at both Orlando
International Airport and the Miami Intermodal Center to
accommodate High Speed Rail access;

¢ Interconnectivity opportunities exist at proposed stations with
different modes including airlines, existing and planned commuter
and light rail systems, bus service and other modes;

¢ And, High Speed Rail will create thousands of permanent green jobs
and greatly promote economic development at a time when they are
most needed.

Florida has an unparalleled opportunity to advance a transportation option
that is commonly accessible in many countries around the world. The City of
St. Cloud believes that High Speed Rail is an investment in the future of the
State of Florida and this application has our support.

Respectfully vours,

Donna Hart
Mayor
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RESCLUTION NO. 20089 -

A RESOLUTION DECLARING SUPPORT FOR FLORIDA'S TRACK 2
APPLICATION FOR $2.5 BILLION FOR DESIGN AND CONSTRUCTION
OF THE TAMPA-ORLANDO CORRIDOR HIGH SPEED RAIL; URGING
PRESIDENT BARACK OBAMA, U.S. TRANSPORTATION SECRETARY RAY
LAHOOD AND FEDERAL RAILROAD ADMINISTRATOR JOSEPH C.
SZABO TO GRANT THE APPLICATION AND FULLY FUND THE PROIJECT;

PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE.

WHEREAS, development of high speed rail in the Tampa-Orlando corridor would
connect a super-region with over 6.8 million citizens, two international airports with over 51
million passengers angd tourist destinations that attract over 65 million visitors annually, all
of which are served principally and primarily by a single six lane highway; and

WHEREAS, Florida can design, construct and comimence operation of America’s
fastest high speed rail system in the Tampa-Orlando corridor for less cost per mile and
provide more Americans with greater exposure to true high speed rail than any project in

the naticn; and

WHEREAS, Florida is projected to experience higher levels of unemployment with a
disproportionately higher impact on Florida’s building trades, and the development of the
proposed corridor would create many additional permanent jobs and thousands of

construction jobs; and

WHEREAS, federal funding and development of high speed intercity rail in Florida will
catalyze the development of strong regional and local raif and bus transit systems, reduce
congestion and air poliution, promote better growth management, and will lay a new

foundation for economic prosperity.

NOW, THEREFORE,

BE IT RESOLVED BY THE CITY COUNCIL
OF THE CITY OF TAMPA, FLORIDA:

Section 1. That the City Council of the City of Tampa hereby declares its support
for Florida’s Track 2 application for $2.5 billion for design and construction of the Tampa-
Orlando corridor high speed rail, and respectfully urges President Barack Obama, U.S.
Transportation Secretary Ray LaHood and Federal Railroad Administrator Joseph C. Szabo to

grant the application and fully fund the project.

Section 2. That this resolution shall take effect immediately upon its adoption.

PASSED AND ADOPTED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF TAMPA,
FLORIDA, ON SEFTEMBER 24, 2009

ATTEST: ,
Aty St ) Do Lon

SHIRLEY FEEXX-KNOWLESL THOMAS SCOTT

CITY CLE CHAIRMAN, CITY COUNCIL

PREPARED BY:

MARTIN SHELBY
CITY COUNCIL ATTORNEY




_. COMMERCIAL REAL ESTATE
DEVELOPMENT ASSOCIATION

- TAMPA BARY CHAPTER

Regional Transportation Projects Will Drive the Economy of the Future

The NAIOP Tampa Bay Chapter remains focused on the job growth necessary to propel our region out
of the current recession. NAIOP Tampa Bay advances responsible commercial real estate development

and advocates for sustainable growth.

The Tampa Bay area has an unprecedented opportunity, through the TBARTA Master Plan, to start
building a world-class regional transportation system. NAIOP Tampa Bay urges TBARTA and the
elected leaders throughout the region to move quickly towards implementation of the plan. NAIOP
Tampa Bay supports the proposed, additional penny of sales tax which will help fund the first links of
the TBARTA system.

NAIOP Tampa Bay is working to define and promote the benefits of Transit-Oriented Development
(TOD). NAIOP Tampa Bay offers its real estate expertise to assist local governments in updating their
land development regulations in order to stimulate sustainable, mixed-use development around future
transit stations. The expeditious enactment of these amendments is essential due to the threat of the
“yote on everything” initiative (Amendment 4) which will appear on the November 2010 ballot.

NAIOP Tampa Bay also supports the Florida application for federal High Speed Rail funds. Florida is
well-prepared to deliver one of the first, true High Speed Rail projects in America. Connecting Tampa
Bay to Florida’s other economic engines will secure necessary economic development and job growth
and maintain global competitiveness.

NAIOP, the Commercial Real Estate Development Association, is the leading organization for
developers, owners, and related professionals in office, industrial, and mixed-use real estate. NAIOP
comprises 18,000 members in North America with more than 200 in the Tampa Bay area. '

August 4, 2009

Contact: Mr. Mark Wanich, 2009 NAIOP Tampa Bay Chapter President, 813-600-8217 or
mew3@yahoo.com.

6107-B Memorial Hwy, Tampa, FL. 33615 Tel: {813)-886-0245 Fax: (813)-884-0328 E-Mailstaff@naiopth.org
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August 21, 2009

Mr. Ray LaHood

Secretary of Transporiation

U.S. Department of Transportation
1200 New Jersey Ave, SE
Washington, DC 20580

Dear Secretary LaHood:

We are pleased fo advise you that the Tampa Bay Partnership is in full support of the State of Florida's Track 1B
application for $30 miilion to the proposed Orlando-Miami High Speaed Rall fo conduct Preliminary Engineering and NEPA
Erwvironmenrtat studies. The Tampa Bay Parinership is a CEC-led regional economic development organization with a
mission to work with its pariners to market the region nationally and internationally, to conduct regional research, and fo
coordinate efforts 1o influence business and government issues that impact economic growth and development, Founded
in 1894, the Tampa Bay Partnership markets the entire seven-county, 4,200-square-mile area of west central Florida that
includes Hernando, Hillsborough, Manatee, Pasco, Pinelias, Polk, and Sarasota counties.

This is the complementary appiication to Florida's Track 2 application to construct the Crlando-Tampa segment of the
Florida High Speed Rail corridor application on October 2, 2008, which we likewise support.

We believe that construction of the Tampa-Orlando-Miami High Speed Rall corridor is essential for the future progress of
the Siate of Florida and ic the establishment of a national rall passenger nefwork. We are working with Governor Crist,
ieading state legislators, members of the Florida Congressional delegation, loscal officials, business and economic
development organizations, labor groups, environmental organizations and thousands of Floridians in supporting this
effort, We think this program will create tens of thousands of new jobs, lay the foundation {or new prosperity, and haip
Florida better manage its growth while reducing pollution,

We are encouraged by the degree of enthusiasm and suppori that the President’s High Speed Rall program has
generated in Florida and believe that it is crealing a new foundation of public and private seclor support for intercity,
regional and local transit initiatives. This support grows daily and can be followed at www.FastRailConnectlUs.com, the
web site of Florida’s grassroots effort to support High-Spead Rall.

President Obama, Vice-President Biden and you outlined a bright, exciting vision for High Speed Rail on April 18, 2009.

Wae believe that Florida is better prepared than any state in the union fo realize this vision and build America’s first true
High-Speed Rail system and do if sooner, faster and for less cost than anyone else.

Sincerely,

AL

Stuart L. Rogel
President & CEC




AMENDED

VOLUSIA COUNTY
METROPOLITAN PLANNING ORGANIZATION

RESOLUTION 2009-21

RESCLUTION OF THE VOLUSIA COUNTY METROPOLITAN PLANNING ORGANIZATION (MPO)
REGARDING SUNRAIL, HIGH SPEED RAIL, AND AMTRAK PASSENGER SERVICE ON THE FLORIDA
EAST COAST LINE

WHEREAS, the Volusia County Metropolitan Planning Organization is the duly designated
and constituted body responsible for carrying out the urban transportation planning and
programming process for the County of Volusia and the cities of Flagler Beach and Beverly
Beach in Flagler County; and

WHEREAS, the Volusia County Metropolitan Planning Organization has long been
supportive of and has promoted transit as a much needed and viable modal alternative in

Central Florida; and

WHEREAS, the Volusia County Metropolitan Planning Organization is aware that the
Florida Department of Transportation intends to pursue and secure federal funds for three rail
projects under the American Recovery and Reinvestment Act of 2009 (ARRA) High Speed Rail

initiative; and

WHEREAS, the three applications for ARRA funds are {1) to begin construction on the
Tampa Bay to Orlando section of Florida’s High Speed Rail initiative, {2} to purchase the ROW
from CSX for the Central Florida Commuter Rail project (SunRail), and (3} to initiate Amtirak
Passenger Service along the Florida East Coast Rail Corridor; and

WHEREAS, the Volusia County MPQO has received requests from various groups, local
governments, and governmental agencies seeking the MPO’s support for several fixed

guideway transit initiatives;

NOwW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Volusia County MPO:

« That the Volusia County MPO reaffirms that SUNRAIL must be, as the future
backbone to transit in Central Florida, the priority project for fixed guideway
projects in Central Florida;

+ That the Volusia County MPO recognizes the benefits of pursuing additional
transit systems and projects in Central Florida and throughout the State of

Florida;




AMENDED

» That the Volusia County MPO has been supportive of Florida’s High Speed
Rail Initiative and Amtrak Passenger Rail Service along the Florida East Coast
since the early part of this decade;

+ That the Chairman of the MPO or her designee is hereby authorized and
directed to transmit this resolution to the following:

the Governor, State of Florida;

the Secretary of Transportation, State of Florida;

the Secretary of the Department of Environmental Protection;
the Interim Secretary of FDOT District V;

the East Central Florida Regional Planning Council; and

the Members of the Central Florida MPO Alliance

the Volusia County Council

the North Coast Transportation Planning Organization

the Treasure Coast Regional Planning Council

ZEITESTY

e ey —— ey
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DONE AND RESOLVED at the regular meeting of the Volusia County Metropolitan
Planning Qrganization on the 25th day of August, 2009,

VoLusia COUNTY

METROPOLITAN PLANNING ORGANIZATION

County Council Vice-Chair joie Alexander

Chairperson, Volusia County MPO

CERTIFICATE:

The undersigned duly qualified and acting Recording Secretary of the Volusia County
Metropolitan Planning Organization certified that the foregoing is a true and correct copy of a
resolution, adopted at a legally convened meeting of the Volusia County MPO held on August

25, 2008.

ATTEST:

Pamela Blankenship, Recording Secretary
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My Croflon
Feenaddent
Walt Disney World Reson

September 28, 2009

Stephanie C. Kopelousos

Secretary of Transportation

Florida Department of Transportation
605 Suwannee Street

Tallahassee, Florida 32399-0450

Re:  Florida l{igh Specd Rail Project
Dear Secretary Kopelousos,

We are pleased to support the Florida Department of Transportation’s application for
federal funding in copnection with a high speed rail project between Orlando
Intemational Airpért and downtown Tampa with proposed stops at the Orange County
Convention Center, the Walt Disney World Resort arez and Lekeland. The Central
Florida region has for years sought solutions to ifs transportation issues. To that end, we
commend the Florida Department of Transportanon and its parthers for their dedjcation
to finding a long term solution to this community issue.

While many details are still yet to be worked out, we think this project makes sense for
our community and will complement our current guest bus service between the airport
and Walt Disney World Resort - Disney’s Magical Express.

To facilitate this important initiative, we are willing to:

. provide to the State, free of charge, up to fifly (50) acres of our property
(representing a contribution value of approximately 3 25 million to the project) as
may be required for the high speed rail line and a high speed rail station at or near
the Walt Disney World Resort {the “WDW Station™);

2. extend our internal transportation service to a WDW Station, to facilitate the
movement of rail passengers between the station and their ultimate destination

within the Walt Disney World Resort; and

‘3. cooperate with you, and ymir selected high speed rail vendor, to resolve any land
use or other changes that must be made 1o the Reedy Creck Improvement District

(RCID) Comprehensive Plan and any other land use regulations related to the
final location of the WDW Station and to the developtnent and operatiop of high

- speed rail within RCID.

Pogt Office Box 10004 7 Lake Bucna Visia. Florida 32830 7 407.878. 260K Fnx 4078284039
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As part of, and 1 recognition of the substantial value of these contributions, we would

expect to be given the right, at our sole option, to:

a)

b)

)

>

approve the location of the WDW Station and that portion of the rail line located
within the Walt Disney World Resort so as to minimize interference with our
operations and future development plans;

apptove the design of the WDW Station and all attendant facilities at the Walt

-Disney World Resort (including landscaping and signage);

approve any usc of the WIYW Station and such attendant facilities for any purpose
other than the ticketing and embarkation/disembarkation of high speed rail

Passengers;

operate tha WDW Station if we choose to do so {failing which, the station
opetator would need to adhere to Disney-level operation and maintenance

standards in order 1o meet our guest expectations); and

constract, own and operate any parking facilities associated with the WDW
Station if we choose to do so.

We expect that the details of this will be contained in & mutually satisfactory and legally-
binding agreetnent once fimding for the high speed rail project is availablé and a high
speed rail vendor is identified. This letter is not a contractual commitment or bmdmg
obligation of any kind.

We Iook forward to working closely with you as the State pursnes this very important
initiative,

Sincerely,

Ineg Cnfte

" sy




RESGLUTION 2009-01

A RESOLUTION OF THE WINTER HAVEN AREA TRANSIT POLICY BOARD IN SUPPORT OF THE
FLORIDA HIGH SPEED RAIL PROGRAM GRANT APPLICATION

WHEREAS, Winter Haven Area Transit (WHAT) is committed to championing Poik County's muiti-modal
transit services to connect with a regional transportation system including High Speed Rail; and

WHEREAS, to that end, Winter Haven Area Transit wil support High Speed Rail by working with other
county, regional, state, and federal agencies to plan an adequate network of muiti-modal transit 1o serve

High Spaed Rail; and

WHEREAS, a multi-modal regional transportation system including High Speed Rail will contribute
significantly to enhancing the vitality, quality of fife and transit supportive development of Polk County and

the Ceniral Florida Region; and

WHEREAS, a High Speed Rait Vision Plan was adopied in 2001 which anticipates eventual statewide
service starting in what has been designated at the Tampa-Orlando-Miami Corridor; and

WHEREAS, extensive studies are either underway or have been completed for the propased Tampa to
Orlando corridor which makes Florida the only State that now offers the opportunity to begin construction
on a new HMigh Speed Rail preject in under two years; and

WHEREAS, the Florida Department of Transportation (FDOT) completed an approved Final
Environmental Imgpact Statement (FEIS) in August 2005 that included an evatuation of technical issues

redated to High Speed Rall service in Poik County, and

WHEREAS. these Issues included cost, ridership, connections to local transit service, compatible fand
uses, and economic development, as well as, potential environmental, alr quality, historic, archasological,

noise and vibration impacts; and :

WHEREAS, the approvad FEIS currently provides for one station to be located within Polk County, and

WHEREAS, there is need 1o update the FEIS to reflect cutrent conditions and changas since the
preparation of this document; and

WHEREAS, the WHAT Policy Board is aware the Fiorida Depantmant of Transportatian (FDOT) has
subrmitted a Pre-application under the High-Speed Intercity Passenger Rail (HSIPR) Program which may
resulf in Fedaral stimulus funding for the Florida High Spead Rali Program which includes the Tampa-

Orlando-Miami Corridor; and

WHEREAS, implementation of the Florida High Speed Rail Pragram will greatly benefit all of the citizens
of, and visitors to Polk County and the Centrai Florida Region, and is needed to relieve traffic congestion,

provide transportation opportunities and provide a relief for i-4 traffic; and

WHEREAS, the Florida High Speed Rail Program will become an integral part of Central Florida’s
balanced transporiation system and, with concurrent development of improverments to roadways and bus

transit, will greatly enhance the mobiiity of the traveling pubiic; and

WHEREAS. the President of the United States, Barack Obama; and the Secretary of the United States
Department of Transportation, Ray LaHood; and Congressman John Mica and Congresswoman Corring
Brown are working in support of High-Speed Intercity Passengar Rail; and

WHEREAS, implementation of the shovel ready Tampa to Orlando High Speed Rail will provide timely
visibility to the value of a Nationwide High Speed Rail system to move citizens from city-to-city and reduce
the travel time and cost associated with other land and air transportation medes,; and

WHEREAS, it is morse critical than ever to provide the traveling public with transpartation aliernatives as
gascline prices are soaring and new federal air quality standards for ozone put the Central Florida Region
at risk of being declared a non-attainment area which could result in sanctions being imposed; and

!




WHEREAS, the Florida High Speed Rait Program will support the effort of Governor Crist's Energy and
Cimate Change Action Plan, established by Executive Grder 07-128, with ambitious goals for reducing
siatewide green house gas emissians; and

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by the Winter Haven Area Transit Policy Board {WHAT} at its
regular meeting convened on Septermber 8, 2008:

1. The WHAT Policy Board supports the grant application, by FDOT, for funding of the Florida
High Speed Rail Program through the HSIPR Program so that construction of the Tampa-
Orlanda corridor and dasign and construction of the Orlando-Miami corridor may commence

in 2011; and

2. The WHAT Policy Board supports the FDOT's efforis to update the Final Environmental
irpact Staternent to ensure this document reflects the most current conditions in: order to
guide the development of High Speed Rail service in Polk County including the selection of &
passenger station logation.

Signhed:

s - e
e T g Py

Mayor Yvonﬁe Brooks, Chairman
Winter Haven Area Transit Policy Board

Date
ATTEST:

Pawa

Secretary

Approved as to form and legal sufficiency:

p a //M} o i ’ ,//??
Michasl! Duclos, Deput%?z’ounty Attormeay
Poik County Board of County Commissioners
Attorey for WHAT Policy Board




